Norway devalues crown by 12% 

OSLO (R) — Norway’s three -day-old Labour government ann- 
ounced on Sunday it was devaluing the crown by 12 per cent, 
effective immediately. Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland 
announced the decision at a hurriedly-called news conference 
after the new minority government haa spent the day meeting to 
jy to solve Norway’s deep economic problems! Ms. Brundtland 
held the conference with Finance Minister Gunnai Beige and 
Central Bank Governor Herraud Skanland. Ms. Brundtland said 
the decision to devalue was taken because Norway's oil-based 
economy, hard hit by the fall in world oil prices, was out of control. 
k-Ik sa “ foreign exchange reserves had declined by nearly 50 
button crowns |5>7 billion) since November. At that time reserves 
stoop at more than 100 billion crowns (i 14 billion}, thanks to a 
dude oil price of more than i30 a barrel compared with about i 1 4 
today. Norway produces 900.000 barrels of oil a day. 



Mahdi delays naming government 

KHARTOUM (R) — Prime Minister Sadeq AI Mahdi said on 
Sunday differences among southern Sudanese parties on (heir 
nominees for cabinet posts has delayed the announcement of a 
government until Monday. Mr. Mahdi. speaking to reporters 
gathered at his office in anticipation of an announcement on the 
government, said the southern parties would get four of the Gov- 
ernment’s 18 portfolios. This, he said. was. pan of an agreement 
hammered our Saturday night between his Al Ultima Party, the 
Democratic Unionist Party ( DUP) and southern politicians. Mr. 
Mahdi.swom in as prime minister last Tuesday, gave nu details on 
the nature of differences between the southern politicians. Al 
Umma Party sources said, however, the major obstacle was u. hieh 
of the six southern parties would be left out of the government. 
Consultations on forming a government began in mid-April fol- 
lowing Sudan's first democratic elections since \ { >6S. 
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Jordanian trade 
team in Cairo 

CAIRO (Petra) — Ministry of 
Industry and Trade Under- 
Sccrctaty Mohammad Al Saqqaf 
arrived here Sunday at the head of 
a trade delegation on a several- 
^ day visit to Egypt for talks with 
Egyptian officials on promoting 
economic and trade relations bet- 
ween Jordan and Egypt. The two 
sides will also follow up issues rel- 
ated to the setting up of a joint 
Jordanian -Egyptian company and 
will also follow up on subjects agr- 
eed upon during last month's mee- 
tings of the Joint Jordanian- 
hgvptian Higher Committee. 

Egyptian Upper 
House calls for 
abolition of league 

CAIRO ( R) — The Upper House 
of the Egyptian Parliament said on 
t Saturday the 21 -member Arab 
League should be abolished and a 
new organisation created in its 
place with its own rapid dep- 
loyment force. It said in a rec- 
ommendation to the government 
that the proposed force should be 
deployed in strategic areas in the 
Arab World and take its orders 
from a joint command. Egypt was 
su>pendcd from the league in 
lv7y."Arab failure to cope with 
any given situation stemmed from 
the inefficiency of the Arab Lea- 
gue and its impotent voting system 
which requires u unanimous vote 
from all member states, instead of 
a majority vote." the rec- 
ommendation said. 

India ‘to resume 
nuclear tests’ 

LONDON ( AP) — India is about 
to resume development of nuclear 
bombs, the Observer newspaper 
reported on Sunday, quoting uni- 
dentified Western officials. The 
weekly said the decision was "in 
re?ponse to a similar project said 
to be under way in Pakistan.” 

Hopes raised of 
freedom for 
detainees in Qatar 

BAHRAIN (AP) - Contacts 
were underway in Qatar on Sun- 
day to obtain release of the 29 
employees of the Dutch firm Bal- 
last Nedara who were detained 
April 26 by Qatari troops at the 
reef isle of Fasht AJ Dibal. Wes- 
tern diplomatic sources reported. 
The isle is part of a disputed water 
zone between Qatar and Bahrain. 
The group — two British and one 
Dutch engineers, along with 26 
Thai and Filipino workers — were 
taken prisoner at gunpoint during 
.in attack on Fasht Al Dibal 

Fire raging in 
N. Carolina forest 

HAMPSTEAD. North Carolina 
(R) — Fire which has destroyed 
several thousand hectares of for- 
est land was still buring out of con- 
trol along the North Carolina 
coast on Sunday. "The fire is 
about 17 miles (28 kilometres) 
long today and it has split into two 
or three heads.” said Andy Jones, 
a spokesman for 60 volunteers 
helping fight the fire near Ham- 
pstead'". Ffampstead. with 700 
population about 32 kilometres 
north-west of coastal Wilmington, 
is the nearest town to the fine. 

which has been raging since last 
Monday. 
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Mubarak pays brief visit to Aqaba 


AMMAN (J.T.) — President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt paid a 
brief visit to Jordan on Sunday for 
talks with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on Middle East developments 
and bilateral relations. 

The two leaders met in Aqaba, 
where the King has been, since 
Thursday hoisting Their Majesties 
King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia 
of Spain. 

The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, did not give any details of 
the King's talks with President 
Mubarak, who was accompanied 
by Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdul- Meguid and Information 
Minister Safwat Al Sharif. 

President Mubarak was the 
guest of honour at an Ifu i r banq uet 
hosted by the King Sunday eve- 
ning. 

The King received President 
Mubarak and the delegation acc- 
ompanying him- at Aqaba airport. 
Also at the airport to receive the 
Egyptian leader were Prime Min- 
ister Zaid Rifai, Royal Court 
Chief Marwan Al Qasera, Armed 
Forces Co mraander-in -Chief 
General Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 
and Foreign Minister Taher Al 
Masri as welt as senior officials 
from the Aqaba region. 

Later Sunday Aqaba airport 
officials said Mr. Mubarak flew 
home., 



His Majesty King Hussein receives President Hosni Mubarak, who paid a brief visit to Aqaba for talks 
with the King on Sunday (Petra photo) 


Syria orders out 3 British diplomats 
in retaliation for London expulsions 


Combined agency despatches 

SYRIA ON Sunday ordered three British 
^diplomats to leave the country ip retaliation 
. for Britain’s expulsion of three Syrian att- 
aches in London. 


A Syrian Foreign Ministry sta- 
tement said British Ambassador 
William Roger Tomkys was sum- 
moned to the ministry on Sunday 
and told the Britons must leave 
Syria within seven days. 

It said the Syrian move was in 
response to the British gov- 
ernment's decision, announced on 
Saturday, to withdraw three 
members of the Syrian embassy in 
London * ‘without an objective j us- 
tificatfon.” 

The British government said it 
was ordering out the three Syrups 
because Syria refused to lift dip- 
lomatic immunity on them and 
allow them to be questioned in 
connection with alleged guerrilla 
activity in Britain. 

Syria has denied any inv- 
olvement in guerrilla actions and 
the Syrian press on Sunday blasted 
Britain for Saturday’s move. 


The government daily Tishrin 
said it was part of a U.S. -Israeli 
campaign against the Arab World 
“under the pretext of fighting ter- 
rorism.'' (See page 2). 

The Foreign Office in London 
said on Saturday Syria had agreed 
to allow them to be questioned ins- 
ide the embassy, but police rej- 
ected this since any information 
under those circumstances could 
not be used as evidence in court. 

The Foreign Office identified 
the three expelled British dip- 
lomats as Defence Attache Col- 
onel David Maitland-Tittertoo. 
First Secretary David Taylor and 
Vice-Consul Andrew Balfour. 

Commenting on the expulsion 
of the three British diplomats, a 
Foreign Office spokesman told 
the AP," this Syrian action is quite 
unjustifiable.'' He declined to be 
named. 


Syrian Ambassador Loutof 
Allah Haydar. however, likened 
the British request to interrogate 
the Syrian envoys without dip- 
lomatic immunity to a witness to a 
crime being asked to waive imm- 
unity. 

"If a certain diplomat ... hap- 
pened to be a witness of a certain 
crime and the authorities of that 
country wanted him to testify as a 
witness... then the embassy of that 
diplomat would not be required to 
waive his diplomatic immunity.’’ 
Mr. Haydar said in a British Bro- 
adcasting Corporation Radio int- 
erview. 

The London Broadcasting Cor- 
poration Radio said Saturday that 
Britain suspected Syrian dip- 
lomats of supplying bomb com- 
ponents to Nezar Hindawi. an 
Arab held in connection with a foi- 
led attempt to bomb an Israeli air- 
line ra nd that Hindawi contacted a 
Syrian envoy after dropping his 
girlfriend at the airport with the 
bomb in her luggage. 

"Had any member of the Syrian 
embassy staff in London been 
engaged with serious breaches of 


his diplomatic immunity ... (of 
involvement) in any misdoing 
which gravely affects security ... 
the English reaction would have 
been rauchstronger Mr. Haydar 
said Sunday. 

He said one of the three Syrians 
ordered out had left Britain two 
weeks ago because his daughter 
was critically injured in Syria in an 
April 16 bus bombing. 

British radio reports said it was 
unlikely the expelled Syrian env- 
oys. Zaki Oud. Ahmad Abdul 
Latif and Mounir Mouna. would 
be allowed to take up assignments 
in any other West European cap- 
itals. 

Earlier Sunday, another Syrian 
diplomat. Georges Shiha left, but 
the Foreign Ctffice denied spe- 
culation his departure was con- 
nected with the expulsions. 

"His departure has nothing 
whatsoever to do with the Foreign 
Office," a spokesman said. He 
added that be was unaware of the 
responsibilities of Mr. Shiha. 

Mr. Shiha told reporters at Hea- 
throw he was leaving because he 
bad finished his term of duty. 


Klibi: Tokyo declaration 
failed to address real 
causes for ‘terrorism’ 


Israel says it will do all 
it can to avoid war 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Arab Lea- 
gue Secretary-General Ctaadli 
Klibi said on Sunday the recent 
Tokyo summit of leading ind- 
ustrialised nations failed to add- 
ress the real causes of “terrorism” 
and that the U.N. was the proper 
forum to discuss the issue.. 

•• We regret to say that the app- 
roach of the problem of terrorism 
as expressed in the Tokyo summit 
declaration was not convincing as 
to the seriousness of the summit's 
pledge to end terrorism,” Tun- 
isia's TAJP news agency quoted 
Mr. Klibi as saying in a statement. 

" We reaffirm as Arab states our 
total condemnation of terrorism in 
ait its forms, whether by ind- 
ividuals, or groups and states, and 
we call on leaders of the Tokyo 
summit states to deal with this 
problem with seriousness...” the 
head of the 21 -member Tunis- 
based league said. 

“We reaffirm that the normal 
forum to debate the issue is the 
United Nations where the notion 
of terrorism can be dearly defined 
and an international cooperation 
implemented to fight this phe- 
nomenon in all its forms,” Mr. 
Klibi said. 

Pravda assails Ui. 

The Soviet Communist Party 
daily Pravda said on Sunday the 
United States forced its allies to 
issue the Tokyo summit dec- 
laration condemning Libya in 
order to get “an indulgence” for 
more military action against 


Libya. 

In a commentary by analyst 
Yuri Zhukov, the newspaper said 
the U.S. administration of Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan pushed 
aside “overdue and painful” eco- 
nomic and financial problems to 
win the resolution on * ' terrorism.” 

At the summit, leaders of the 
United States, Japan, Britain. 
Canada, France. West Germany 
and Italy adopted a declaration 
pledging to consider measures 
against Libya or other states "de- 
arly involved in sponsoring or 
supporting international ter- 
rorism” 

Those steps did not include 
endorsing the use of force or the 
imposition of economic sanctions. 

Pravda said the "prime aim of 
US. leaders in Tokyo was to make 
the allies accept, without a mur- 
mur, a ‘neo-globalist’ strategy 
whereby the United States claims 
the right to use armed force aga- 
inst countries it dislikes under the 
pretext of fighting '‘international 
terrorism.” 

It said Washington was angered 
by die fact that most NATO allies 
did not endorse the bombing raids 
on Libya last month and therefore 
"concentrated on demanding the 
adoption of a declaration to vin- 
dicate its actions and condemning 
the victim of aggression, Libya.” 

The summit resolution means 
the United States has been "eff- 
ectively granted an indulgence by 
its allies so that it can now think of 
further bombings of Libya and any 
other countries going against its 
grain,” Pravda said. 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel 
said on Sunday it would do eve- 
rything in its power to avoid war 
and had no intention of attacking 
Syria. 

"Israel will do all it can to pre- 
vent war with Syria, but it is inc- 
umbent on the countries of the 
world to do everything in their 
power to stop international ter- 
rorism and Syria’s involvement in 
that terrorism." a cabinet com- 
munique said. 

A cabinet source quoted by 
Reuter said Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres was "determined to 
show that Israel has no intentions 
of going to war, and to prevent a 
situation of deterioration due to 
the media.” 

Western and Arab media have 
speculated that Israel wBI attack 
Syria in “retaliation" for alleged 
Syrian involvement in a thwarted 
attempt to bomb an El AJ airliner 
last month in London. 

The source told Reuter Israel 
drew a distinction between a failed 
attack and one in which people are 
killed. 

"Had the attack succeeded, we 
could not have left it pass without 
a reaction. But everywhere in the 
work! there is a distinction bet- 
ween murder and attempted mur- 
der,” he said. 

Hie cabinet statement said eco- 
nomic and diplomatic measures 
could be used tofight"tenorism.'’ 

Peres said on Friday Israel 
did not intend to attack Syria nor 
did it appear that Syria had plans 
to launen a strike against Israel. 

A CBS Television report said 
last week that Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin bad told 


U.S. officials during a visit to 
Washington that Israel would str- 
ike at Syria. 

El Al security men thwarted the 
bombing of the Israeli jet when 
they uncovered explosives in the 
luggage of an Irish passenger. Bri- 
tish police released the woman 
after questioning, saying she had 
-not known what was in the lug- 
gage . They later arrested an Arab . 

Three Israeli newspapers rep- 
orted Sunday that Israel asked the 
United States to assure Damascus 
that the reports of an imminent 
Israeli attack were inaccurate. 

In Dubai, a close aide of Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
said in an interview on Sunday the 
PLO had "very exact" inf- 
ormation that Israel plans to att- 
ack Syria. 

Salah KhaJaf. a member of the 
centra] committee of Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh movement, told AJ Bayan 
newspaper his information came 
from the same sources that war- 
ned the PLO of Israel’s iy82 inv- 
asion of Lebanon. 

Asked how exact the sources 
were, he said "very exact." 

"The atmosphere which pre- 
ceded the aggression of 1982 on 
Lebanon and the information we 
received then, is the same atm-' 
osphere which now confirms that 
there are plans for new agg- 
ression,'’ he told the paper. 

Israeli Police Minister Chaim 
Bar-Lev said on Saturday Israel 
might" retaliate” if there was dear 
evidence of Syrian involvement in 
the attempt to blow up the Israeli 
airliner in London. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and King Juan Carlos of Spain (centre), 
accompanied by Prime Minister Zaid Rifai and senior officials, visit a 
pilot agriculture project on Sunday before the Spanish monarch's „ 
departure from Jordan after a four-day private visit (Petra photo) 


Spanish 
king and 
queen 
end visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Maj- 
esties King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia of Spain left Aqaba 
on Sunday ar the end of a private 
visit to Jordan. 

Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor were at the air- 
port to bid them farewell. Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai, Armed For- 
ces Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker and 
Spain's Ambassador to Jordan 
Emilio Menendez del Valle as well 
as local government officials were 
also at hand to bid farewell to King 
Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia, who 
began the visit on Thursday. 

Earlier on Sunday, King Hus- 
sein accompanied King Juan Car- 
los on a tour of areas where cereals 
and fodder are grown in SahJ Al 
Suwwan and Disi regions in sou- 
thern Jordan. 

The two monarchs toured the 
area and inspected cultivated 
lands. 

King Hussein and King Juan 
Carlos later watched wheat har- 
vesting in parts of a 9 ,000 -dunum 
field in the region. Their Majesties 
were accompanied on the tour by 
Mr. Rifai and Gen. Sharif Zaid. 

Dr. Fayez Tarawneh, economic 
adviser at the Prime Ministry, out- 
lined the importance of the pro- 


ject for the economy in an int- 
erview with the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra. 

He said that a special committee 
had been set up in 19$4 to org- 
anise the process of leasing state- 
owned land for producing fodder 
and cereals. 

The project is a pilot scheme for 
growing wheat and animal feed at 
Sahi Al Suwwan under the sup- 
ervision of a government com- 
mittee chaired by the minister of 
finance. Dr. Tarawneh said. 

He said 25.000 dunums of land 
in the area were included in the 
project at a later stage. 

Early this year, the government 
announced plans for leasing land 
to the private sector after the exp- 
erimental project was successful, 
and signed contracts in this respect 
with the Rum agricultural com- 


pany which will grow wheat, fod- 
der and raise livestock. It will also 
produce and process dairy pro- 
ducts and plant fruit trees in (he 
leased land. Dr. Tarawneh said. 

He said that three other lease- 
contracts were signed later bet- 
ween the government and local 
companies under which the latter 
will exploit 75 .UU0 dunums of land 
for growing wheat and animal feed 
and set up local dairy industries. 
The private sector is estimated to 
invest nearly JD 25 million at Disi 
and Mudawwarah for producing 
food crops. Dr. Tarawneh added. 

He said that the prime minister 
has entrusted the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture. the Water Authority of 
Jordan and the Land and Survey 
Department to look for other sui- 
table land forlensing under similar 
terms. 


Iraq reports capturing more 
Iranian land in new . attacks 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
on Sunday reported more ter- 
ritory seized from Iran in Gulf war 
action on the northern front and 
said latest fighting had left many 
Iranian dead. 

A military spokesman said the 
Fifth Army Corps had taken two 
strategic military positions and 
five peaks overlooking them in 
fighting that also cost the Iranians 
large amounts of arms and equ- 
ipment. 

Quoted by the Iraqi News Age- 
ncy (IN A), he said the action took 
place overnight and early Sunday. 

Iraq said on Saturday its troops 
had captured 1 00 square kil- 
ometres of Iranian territory, 
added to 270 square kilometres 
which it said had been seized a 
week ago in fighting further south. 

The spokesman said the area 
captured on Sunday included Sar- 
uka ravine, which be described as 
vital, and Kuweh Shan ravine in. 
Kurdistan province. 

Five mountain peaks, including 
a 2.527-metre high mountain, 
were captured, he said without 
elaborating. 

Troops of the Fifth Array Corps 
deployed in the north, stormed 
and recaptured 18 Iranian-held 


positions and mountain peaks in 
the northern region of the war- 
front on April 23. 

Meanwhile, an Iraqi military 
commander was quoted on Sun- 
day as saying that Iraq's latest 
thrust into Iranian territory in the 
central sector of the warfront has 
thwarted an impeding Iranian att- 
ack. 

Major-General Thabet Sultan 
told INA that the destruction of 
tank-supported six Iranian army 
and Revolutionary Guards bri- 
gades in an overnight Iraq i assault 
Friday proved that the Iranians 
were "readying to launch a new 
attack.” 

"The evidence is the presence 
of all these (destroyed) units.” 
Gen. Sultan said. 

Gen. Sultan, who commands 
the Fourth Army Corps deployed 
in the central sector of the 1 ,180- 
kik) metre warfront, said his units' 
assault and occupation of Iranian 
land that has strategic importance 
thwarted the expected Iranian 
counter-attack. 

Gen. Sultan said Iraq beat back 
repeated Iranian attempts since 
Fnday to regain the lost territory. 
The attacking force was com- 
pletely destroyed, he said. 


The Iraqi army newspaper Al 
Qadisiya on Sunday called for 
occupation of all strategically sig- 
nificant areas of Iran and des- 
truction of military and economic 
targets deep inside the country “to 
force the Khomeini regime to stop 
the war as soon as possible.” 

It said: “Acceptance of def- 
ensive battles would give the 
enemy the chance to prolong the 
war. give him time to reorganise 
himself and choose the time and 
venue to attack our territory.” 
Later on Sunday, another Iraqi 
spokesman said Iraqi warplanes 
attacked oil fields near Ahvaz in 
western Iran and set two pumping 
stations ablaze. 

The raids against the Marun and 
Agha Jari oil fields were carried 
out at 1040 GMT and all planes 
returned to base, he said. 

Marun lies 50 kilometres east of 
.Ahvaz, and Agha Jari 100 kil- 
ometres southeast of the city and 
150 kilometres east of the sou- 
thern Iraqi border. 

Iraq reported destructive att- 
acks on production facilities at 
Marun three days ago, when an 
oil -pumping station at Ahvaz and 
two bridges used for military pur- 
poses were also raided. 


Chernobyl danger is over, 
Soviet scientist reports 


Pro-Karmal 
protests 
reported 
in Kabul 

ISLAMABAD (R) — At least 
eight protests, most of them stu- 
dent demonstrations broken up by 
secret police, have been held in 
Kabul in support of former Afg- 
han Communist Party leader Bab- 
rak KarraaJ. Western diplomats 
said Sunday. 

They quoted eyewitness reports 
from the Afghan capital as saying 
the latest was last Tuesday, when 
secret police beat up and hauled 
away two busloads of high school 
girls who chanted: " Death to Naj- 
ibullah. We warn KarraaJ. Out 
with the Soviets...” 

On the same day, school boys 
were beaten up when they pro- . 
tested against former secret police ! 
chief Najibuliah. who replaced 
Mr. Karma] at a tense three-day 
central committee plenum last 
weekend, the diplomats said. 

They said the pro- Karma! pro- 
tests began on April 30 at the uni- 
versity and picked op cm May 2 
when the party meeting began. 

But Afghan troops were still bil- 
leted in the exclusive high school 
which Mr. Karmal attended and 
the nearby road leading to the cen- 
tral committee building was blo- 
cked until at least last Thursday, 
they said. 


MOSCOW (R) - The scientist 
heading the clean-up of the Che- 
rnobyl area said Sunday marked a 
turning point in the aftermath of 
the nuclear disaster and all danger 
from the damaged civilian plant 
was finally over. 

"Theoretically, until today, 
there existed the possibility of a 
catastrophe because a large amo- 
unt of fod and reactor graphite 
remained in an overheated con- 
dition. Now that possibility is no 
more,’' Yevgeny Velikhov, vice- 
president of the Soviet Academy 
of Sciences, said in a statement. 

The Sovier government on Sat- 
urday reported a sharp drop in 
radiation escaping from the power 
station's fourth reactor, which has 
been smothered in sand and other 
protective materials since the acc- 
ident on April 26. 

Mr. Velikhov, quoted by TASS 
news agency, said the clean-up 
operation was now advancing to a 
new phase. 

.-Experiments and mea- 
sntements were befog carried out 
to identify the 'most contaminated 
places. Radioactive substances 
were befog encapsulated to ensure 
that radioactivity did not pen- 
etrate into ground water, he 
added. 

Meanwhile builders, working in 
"difficult conditions of high rad- 
ioactivity” were freezing the soil 
| around the reactor and burying it 


in concrete, he said. 

When the measures were com- 
pleted. a decision would be taken 
on the resumption of work at Che- 
rnobyl. Mr. Velikhov said. 

"At a certain time, dictated by 
safety considerations, the station 
will resume work ami supply 
power” he said. 

The Soviet Union has also 
begun to provide data, requested 
by the International Atomic Ene- 
rgy Agency (IAEA), on levels of 
radioactivity near Chernobyl. 

The statement, read on tel- 
evision. said radiation at a mon- 
itoring station 60 kilometres away 
was at a harmless level of 0.33 
milli-roenteen per hour. 

An IAEA team, the first foreign 
experts allowed near the plant, 
said on Friday the reactor fire had 
been extinguished, though tem- 
peratures inside remained high. 

Sweden's main radiation mon- 
itor dosed this weekend for the 
first time since raising an alert 
about the Soviet nuclear accident 
two weeks ago. 

A message left on the rad- 
iological protection institute's 
answering machine told Swedes 
that it was safe to go outdoors, but 
urged them to go on washing fruit 
and vegetables carefully. 

“There are still very small traces 
of radiation in drinking water and 
milk, but you can use water and 
milk without any worry.” it said. 
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2 Home - Middle East news 


Syrian press denounces 
U.K. expulsion of envoys 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — A Syrian government J? Id . the Assorted Press. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — A Syrian government 
newspaper Sunday denounced Britain’s expulsion of 
three Syrian diplomats as part of a U.S. -Israeli cam- 
paign against the Arab World “under the pretext of 
fighting terrorism.” 


“Linking Syria to terrorist ope- 
rations in Europe ooincides with 
joint American -Israeli threats in 
preparation for an attack on 
Syria." the daily Tishrin said. 

“The Arab masses are now bra- 
cing themselves to inflict pun- 
ishment on those who conspire 
and attack them." it added. 

Britain Saturday ordered out 
three Syrian diplomats after Syria 
refused to waive diplomatic imm- 
unity to allow police to question 
them in connection with alleged 
guerrilla activities. Syria has den- 
ied any involvement in such act- 
ivities. 

The semi-official newspaper A1 
Thawra urged Arabs to strike at 
U.S. political and economic int- 
erests in the Arab World “after a 
series of American measures aga- 
inst the Arab nation.'' 

Saying Washington was “inc- 
iting its West European allies to 
support its aggression," it added: 
“It is illogical that U.S. aggression 
and provocation reaches this stage 
without the Arabs taking any act- 
ion.” 


In London a Syrian diplomat 
Georges Shiha, left Britain on 
Sunday. But the Foreign Office 
said his departure was not con- 
nected with the expulsion of three 
Syrian envoys for refusing to be 
interrogated about an attempt to 
blow up an Israeli airliner. 

London's Sunday 'Hines said 
Mr. Shiha was believed to be in 
charge of Syrian militaiy int- 
elligence operations in Britain and 
was “making a hurried exit" fol- 
lowing the expulsion orders. 

Mr. Shiha. who checked in early 
at London's Heathrow Airport 
eluded reporters before boarding 
the Syrian Arab Airlines flight to 
Damascus. 

Reporters at the airport quoted 
him as telling an unidentified air- 
line official he was leaving at the 
end of a four-year assignment 

A Foreign Office spokesman, 
who declined to be identified, also 
said Mr. Shiha's departure was not 
connected with the expulsion ord- 
ers. 

“It has nothing to do with us." 
the Foreign Office spokesman 


told the Associated Press. "The 
Syrian ambassador (Loutof Allah 
Haydar) expressed his concern to 
us yesterday that this would be 
linked with the others " 

On Saturday, the Foreign Off- 
ice announced the expulsion of the 
th ree envoys — none of whom left 
with Mr. Shiha — and gave them a 
week to get out. The next sch- 
eduled direct London- Damascus 
flight is on Tuesday. 

British Radio reports said it was 
unlikely the expel led envoys, Talci 
Oud, Ahmad Abdul Latif and 
Mounir Mono a, would be allowed 
by other West European gov- 
ernments to take up any ass- 
ignments in their capitals. 

Ambassador Haydar confirmed 
on Saturday he refused to waive 
diplomatic immunity for the trio 
to be questioned by police about 
an April 17 attempt to smuggle 
explosives aboard the El A1 jet at 
Heathrow Airport. 

Mr. Haydar, who denied Syrian 
involvement in terrorism in Bri- 
tain. said he would have let the 
envoys be questioned with dip- 
lomatic immunity. 

A 31 -year-old Palestinian, 
Nezar Hindawi. is in prison in 
London awaiting trial on charges 
of planting in the bomb in his Irish 
girlfriend's luggage without her 
knowledge and sending her abo- 
ard the plane. 


Spain not to break ties with Libya 


MADRID (R) — Spain does not 
contemplate an immediate dip- 
lomatic break with Libya and is 
awaiting proof before acting on 
the uncovering of what it alleged 
was a Libyan -backed guerrilla 
group, the foreign Ministry spo- 
kesman said. 

“It is not our intention to break 
diplomatic relations with Libya at 
this stage," spokesman Inocenrio 
Arias told Reuters. 

The Interior Ministry said Sat- 
urday two of 10 suspected int- 
ernational guerrillas arrested over 
the past few days had told police 
they received money and ins- 
tructions from Libya. 

The Interior Ministry said a 
Portuguese and a Spaniard cap- 
tured as they planted a bomb at 
UJS.-owned Madrid bank on May 
2 had told police they were mem- 
bers of a Lebanon-based anti- 


Zionist group named “the Call of 
Jesus Christ." 

They said they had bombed an 
Air France office in Lisbon on 
April 1 1 and expected to receive 
i 70,000 for the two attacks from 
Libyan officials, the ministry 
added. 

They named the group's leader 
in Spain as Lebanese-born Faisal 
Hanna Joudi, who was also arr- 
ested. 

A ministry statement said the 
two had said Joudi received ins- 
tructions and finance from Libyan 
officials. 

Joudi’s brothers Freddy and 
Danny, 2 other Arabs and three 
more Spaniards were also arrested 
and arras, explosives and doc- 
uments seized in the raids. 

An Arab detainee Rabah Musa 
Mohammad Abu Karais took part 
in an abortive attack against a 


Paris synagogue, the ministry said. 

The ministry said “the Call of 
Jesus Christ" was founded in 1 979 
in Lebanon to fight Israeli occ- 
upation of Arab territory. 

The arrests came shortly after 
the expulsion of Libya's consul 
general for arranging a meeting 
between Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi and a Spanish army col- 
onel seeking support for right- > 
wing groups. 

The consul was the 1 2th Libyan 
expelled by Madrid since the Eur- 
opean Community imposed san- 
ctions on Libya for its alleged bac- 
king of terrorists actions. 

Announcing Consul Saed Esm- 
aiTs expulsion and arrest of the 
colonel on Friday, government 
spokesman Javier Solana said the 
incidentshowed Tripolisupported 
extremists of all-kinds.-''- >''• • 


Egypt, Israel to continue Taba talks 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and Israel 
will resume talks on their four- 
year-old Taba border dispute next 
week in Israel. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Maguid 
said Sunday. 

He told reporters after meeting 
Egypt’s Thba negotiators that the 
two sides, meeting for the first 
time since April 1 . would continue 


discussing terras for arbitration of 
the dispute. 

Egypt says Taba. a strip of 
Israel-held Red Sea coast at the 
head of the Gulf of Aqaba, is Egy- 
ptian territory which the Israelis 
should have handed back when 
they withdrew from the rest of the 
Sinai peninsula in 1 982 under the 
U.S .-sponsored peace pact signed 


three years earlier. 

Over a dozen rounds of talks 
have failed to end the dispute, 
despite a potential break last Jan- 
uary when the Israeli cabinet acc- 
epted the principle of arbitration. 

Dqilomats have remained dea- 
dlocked on details of the arb- 
itration procedure. 


Lebanon bans food imports from East Europe 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon said 
Sunday it has banned until further 
notice food imports from seven 
East European countries because 
of the April 26 disaster at the Sov- 
iet Chernobyl nuclear planL 
An official statement followed a 
meeting Saturday between off- 
icials of the ministries of health 
and economy and attended by 


experts of the American and Leb- 
anese universities here. 

It said the temporary ban. due 
to possible radioactive con- 
tamination. covers foods, par- 
ticularly meats, fish, milk and 
dairy products, fresh and canned 
vegetables and fruits, grains and 
by-products from Cze- 
choslovakia, Yugoslavia, Bul- 


garia. Hungary, the Soviet Union. 
Romania and Poland. 

The statement said food already 
imported from those countries 
would be examined. Any polluted 
would be destroyed. 

A Health Ministry official last 
week said no radioactivity had 
been detected here. 
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ruD\Y\> EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

An exhibition nf silk screen prints and 
pointings by Sue and Sonia Dahduh .it 
the American Centre t until May 15) 

An art exhibition by Ivsim Bad rat the 
AHlul Hamit Shaman F"unJutmn 
(until May 13). 

CIRCUS 

Kiwnunun Circa- daily at Al Hu— on 
Spurt- City. 

VIDEO 

Le mimiret lad:in-c" .U4:(Nipjn. at 
tlx- French ( ultur.il i entrv. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library — 641520 

British Council 636147/g 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 1 641993 

Soviet Cukural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre ........ 639777 

Haya Arts Centre — . 665195 

Hussein Youth Gty 667181/6 

Y.W CA 641793 

Y.WMA 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ... 6371 1 1 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jecash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 bjtl - 5 
nm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Momma: Has an 
excellent colectioc of tte antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Chattel Hill). 
Opening horns: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 am. 
4.00 pm.}. dosed Tuesdays, 
Jctrita N a0ataGaIkt7:Cootakis a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by con temporary Mamie artists 
nan most of the MusUm countries and a 


collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntaaah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh- Opening hours: 10.00 a jo. 
1 JO pm. ana 3.00 pm. - 6.00 pm. 
dosed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1 .30 pjn. 

Lieu FhBaddpUa dab- Meetings 
every second aid fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel 7 JO pm. 
JPMtadeMria Rotary Cub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn , 
IJOpjn. 

Rotary dab. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental HoteL 2.00 pm. 
Royal AutomoWfc dub. Jabal Amman 
Eighth Cude. TeL 815261. 815410. 

CHURCHES 


Si. Jtoqjh Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tcL 624590. 

Church of 0 k An— datkra (Roman 
Ca thole) Jabal Luwdbdeh. 637440. 
Dte la Sale Church (Roman CathoScj 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church of the A— clitiim (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaS. 623541 . 

AngKcan Omreh (Omni of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 678906. 
Annodeu CothoBc Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Annaalai Orthodox Church Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

St. Enhraka Ctath (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman fote n m faw l Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in ShmeisanL 677534 
Ensgdol Lmbera Church, Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle. (Rev. N. SmirL 
Tel: 811295. 

Wtitinu Congregation l International, 
ItenJenorainatkmal) meets in the 
Church of the Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman. TeL 606974. 
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Pravda: 
Summit 
gave green 
light for 
more U.S. 
attacks 

MOSCOW (R) — The Tokyo 
summit meeting of leading ind- 
ustrialised democracies effectively 
gave Washington an “indulgence" 
to plan further bombing attacks on 
Libya and other countries, the 
Soviet Communist Party daily 
Pravda said Sunday. 

In its weekly review, the new- 
spaper said the United States had 
been “literally enraged" by the 
failure of its NATO allies to back 
unanimously its air attacks on 
Libya last month. 

Washington’s main aim at the 
seven-nation meeting last week 
bad been '"to make the allies acc- 
ept without a murmur" its right to 
use “armed force against cou- 
ntries it dislikes under the pretext 
of fighting ‘international ter- 
rorism’," it said. 

Commenting on the summit's 
resolution about terrorism, Pra- 
vda added: “Hasn't the United 
States thus been effectively gra- 
nted an indulgence by its allies so 
that it can now think of further 
bombings of Libya and any other 
countries going against its grain7” 
Pravda also accused Was- 
hington of using the summit for 
anti-Soviet purposes by “spe- 
culating" on foe April 26 Che- 
rnobyl nuclear accident and “pus- 
hing through another biassed res- 
olution on this score.” 

Meanwhile the Soviet amb- 
assador in Tripoli told Libyan tel- 
evision Saturday night that the 
Soviet Union plans to help Libya 
build a nuclear power plant. 

“We have an idea to cooperate 
in building a nuclear power station 
which will help the Libyan people 
to economise in the production of 
oQ," Ambassador Oleg Per- 
esypkin said in an interview mon- 
itored by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 

Answering questions about the 
Soviet Chernobyl nuclear plant 
accident, foe envoy said Moscow 
was committed to nuclear industry 
“because we believe that foe use 
of ofl or natural gas to generate 
eleirtnilify is' coming to an end.” 

The Soviet Union was to' have 
provided two nuclear reactors for 
a plant to be built in Libya by the 
Belgian firm Belgonudeaire, but 
the project was shelved in 1984 
after objections were raised, inc- 
luding tty the United States. 

Diplomats at foe time said 
Washington was concerned over 
Libya acquiring any kind of nuc- 
lear technology, despite its signing 
of foe nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty. 

In Genoa, Italian Prime Min- 
ister Bettino Craxi Saturday cri- 
ticised a threat by Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi to attack Italy 
if it showed hostility towards 
Libya. 

“The reaction of Col. Qadhafi 
bas been one typical of an ext- 
remist viewpoint and of an exa- 
speration which breaks all bounds 
of responsibility,” Mr. Craxi said 
during a visit to the northern city 
of Genoa. 


Life is normal in Basra despite war 


By S amir F. Ghattas 

Associated Press 

BASRA, Iraq — Sandbags line 
the entrances to many of the shops 
in Basra. Some are already torn by 
shrapnel from Ir anian shells. 

Tbe distant thud of artillery 
echoes in this ancient, southern 
Iraqi port on foe Shatt Al Arab 
Waterway. 

“Not to worry. This is out- 
going," advises a smiling hotel* 
employee. 

For most of Basra's 900,000 
inhabitants, life goes on as normal 
despite the Iran-Iraq war. 

A Spanish folk dance- band per- 
forms at the hotel nightclub. Men 
dressed in traditional Arab clothes 
or militaiy fatigues sit on the sid- 
ewalks or drive cars. Women, 
many wearing head-to-toe black 
robes, walk down foe narrow all- 
eys of the city’s old district. 
Donkey-drawn carts join foe cars 
in foe city’s centre. 

“It's amazing how it is still liv- 
ing," commented an Iraqi who 

would not give his name. “The 
( Iranian) threat is close. Other cit- 
ies would have been deserted by 
now ” 

Kuwaitis still drive the 50 kil- 
ometres from their border to 
Basra, where there is an abu- 
ndance of liquor and nightclubs. 

Basra, Iraq's second-largest city 
and only Gulf port, is at points just 
23 kilometres west of foe border 
with Iran, where fighting has 
raged for 67 months. 

Occasional black banners, a 
sign that an Iraqi has been “mar- 
tyred," bang from the walls of old, 
shrapnel-pocked clay houses. 


2 Germans, 

16 Egyptians 
charged with 
bribery 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt's 
prosecutor-general Sunday cha- 
rged two West Germans and 16 
Egyptians over bribes offered in 
connection with tenders to build a 
paper factory. 

Tbe prosecutor's office said 
Dietrich Tafel, who has been det- 
ained since February and Herman 
Heckel. still at large, offered bri- 
bes of up to million to try to 
secure foe contract for their com- 
pany, Sulzer Escher-Wyss, based 
in Ravensburg in south west Ger- 
many. 

The 16 Egyptians, all of them in 
custody, included Industry Min- 
istry Undersecretary Raga’a Al 
Hadi and other government dep- 
artmental heads and directors of 
state-owned companies. 

They were charged with acc- 
epting bribes from foe Germans 
and disclosing details of a bid by 
an unnamed Japanese firm also 
competing to build the i200 mil- 
lion paper factory at Qus, 730 kil- 
ometres south of Cairo. 

No date has yet been set for 
their trial before a state security 
court. 

The 18 defendants were cha- 
rged with damaging tbe country’s 
national economy by accepting 
the bribes and offering bribes to 
government employees, foe age- 
ncy said. 

The prosecution demanded up 
to 25 years imprisonment term for 
each of foe defendants. 


There is no estimate of how many 
Basra residents havfc been killed 
by the occasional shelling. 

The port has been closed since 
the outbreak of the Gulf war in 
1980. However, ships, some of 
them crippled by foe fighting in 
the Gulf, still anchor in foe port or 
the waterway. 

Statistics for 1977, foe last ava- 
ilable on the port, showed it cle- 
ared 11.8 million registered tons 
of cargo that year. 

The Iraqi government has des- 
ignated about 20 million dinars 
(562 million) to help boost city 
services. Fishing and date- 
growing contribute to a city eco- 
nomy hurt by the dosing of foe 
port. , r 

The dty is a major target ot 
Iran’s offensive in foe central and 
southern sectors of foe 1,180 kil- 
ometre warfionL 

President Saddam Hussein has 
said Iran's Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini wants to seize Basra. 

“The people of Basra will eat 
them," be told a group of officials 
from his ruling Arab Baath Soc- 
ialist Party in Baghdad. 

The majority of Basra's pop- 
ulation are Shfite Muslims. But 
the I ranians , mostly Shfite Mus- 
lims themselves, have been uns- 
uccessful in efforts to get foe Basra 
residents to join them. 

Last week, the 'Iraqis ann- 
ounced they had beaten back an 
Iranian offensive in the southern 
Fao Peninsula about 100 kil- 
ometres south of Basra. 

Maj.-Gen. Maher Abdul Ras- 
hid, commander of foe Iraqi a- 
rtny’s southern campaign, said the 
attack had been intended to adv- 
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ance on Basra. 

A Feb. 8 Ir anian offensive on 
the Fao Peninsula also failed to 
advance into Basra. 

One of two major highways lin- 
king Iraq with Kuwait runs thr- 
ough Basra, hence its strategic 
importance. The other route pas- 
ses in the Basra province a 15- 
minute drive from Basra. 

Basra was built in 637 by Omar 


Ibn Al Khattab. foe second Caliph 
to Islam's prophet Mohammad. 
Its port is on the Shatt Al Arab, a 
waterway formed from foe con- 
fluence of foe Tigris and Eup- 
hrates. 

It was made famous as tbe sta- 
rting point of SinbadTs voyages in 
foe seas, a tale of foe thousand and 
one nights. 


Congress rejection of Saudi arms 
sale heralds bigger battle to come 


By Sue Baker 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Congress 
rejection of an arms sale to Saudi 
Arabia reflected mounting fru- 
stration over lack of progress in 
Middle East peace talks, a major 
factor in a battle looming next 
month over delivery to Riyadh of 
advanced radar planes. 

"Congress had a jolly time (last) 
week bashing foe Saadis," a Was- 
hington Post editorial said after 
Congress voted overwhelmingly 
to ban the $354 million sale of 
sophisticated anti-aircraft and 
anti-ship" missiles. ■’ 

But me final round of that battle 
is yet to be fought as President 
Reagan is expected to veto Con- 
gress decision this week. Congress 
is, meanwhile, preparing another 
war with foe administration over 
the larger prize of foe radar pla- 
nes, according to congressional 
aides. 

"This would come as a final nail 
in the coffin of U-S.^Saudi rel- 
ations," a House of Repre- 
sentatives Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee aide told Renters, referring' 
to a possible attempt in Congress 
to block next month's delivery of 
the first of five Airborne Warning 
And Control System (AWACS) 
planes to Saudi Arabta- 

The five AWACS battle- 
management planes were part of 
an $8 25 billion deal made in 1981 
after Congress insisted that before 
delivery foe president certify that 
Saudi Arabia had “significantly 
contributed" to the Middle East 


peace process. 

Bat during last week's debate, 
many legislators said Saudi Arabia 
had failed to do this and the adm- 
inistration seemed uninterested in 
getting tbe stalled talks moving. 

Many congressional aides pre- 
dicted another bruising battle 
early next month when Mr. Rea- 
gan is doe to send his certification 
to Capitol H2L 

"It certainly raises questions 
about the ability of Saudi Arabia 
or this administration to convince 
Congress that the Saudis have pla- 
yed a constructive role in the reg- 
ion," Representative Mel Levine, 
a California Democrat and lea- 
ding Honse opponent of foe sale, 
said after last Wednesday’s vote, 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

A Levine aide said many leg- 
islators had already decided that 
they do not wantthe AWACS del- 
ivered, although no decisions had 
yet been made on howto proceed. 

He commented that foe Saudis 
have already paid some $6 billion 
to the United States as part of the 
deal and asked:**Hbw do you give 
it back?” 

The Senate aide, while ack- 
nowledging that could be an 
added complication, said the big- 
gest single factor was Congress 
belief that so-called moderate 
Arab states could not fulfil pro- 
mises over Middle East peace. 

“In the five years since we sold 
the AWACS to Saudi Arabia I 
think most people think there's 
been an erosion in terms of UJS. 


interests ... in terms of the peace 
process itself.” be said. 

“The administration will do 
everything it can to make sure is 
wOl go through." a House aide 
added. 

But, unlike the Saudi missile 
sale, Israel bas very strong obj- 
ections to tbe AWACS delivery 
and the powerful pro-Israeli lobby 
has pledged to put all its muscle 
behind foe fight. 

Mr. Reagan's certification is 
expected to cite the principles put 
forward by thes-Crown Prince j 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia, m 1981 
which affirmed for the first time a 
, recognition of the right of all stales 
in the region to five in peace. 

With “all states" interpreted to 
include Israel, this was seen as the 
first Arab break in the so-called 
“three no’s" — no recognition of 
Israel, no negotiations and no 
peace. 

The Saudis then joined other 
Arab nations at the Fez summit in 
1 982 to adopt a plan calling for the 
U-N. Security Council to establish 
peace guarantees among oil states 
in foe region, including an ind- 
ependent Palestinian homeland. 

U.S. officials say that although 
Saudi Arabia does not have for- 
mal relations with Egypt, ost- 
racised in the Arab World for its «■ 
1979 peace pact with Israel, it 
does have a considerable rep- 
resentation in Cairo. 

But the Se n a t e aide said "this 
administration has made a moc- 
kery of the certification process so 
there's tremendous cynicism 
about its value.” 
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QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Aba inf- 
ormation department at the Queen .Aha 
International Airport td. lOB) S3200S. 
where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

0935 Sana'a (LH) 

10:15 .... Sana'a fRJ) 

I0J5 Kuwait (RJ) 

Kh45 — - — Muscat, Dubai (Ri) 

1M5 — ... Aqaba (RJ) 

ltifO — Damascus (KJ) 

11:00 Cairo (RI) 

1IM Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (RJi 

LfcOO Muscat Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

14J5 Kuwait (KU) 

1538 Istanbul (TK) 

16:10 Jeddah. Medina (SV) 

1830 Cairo (RJ) 

19:15 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

1935 Beirut (MEA) 

1935 Cairo (MS) 

19s45 Bangkok (RJ; 

2138 lhg frbiri (IA) 

8125 Baghdad (RJ) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Rifltdiir-line dtip\ iluckinis at Aqtibti 
port: 

— Tian Tan Hai 

— Noble Eagle 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. TeL 
622324-9 your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Sunday rates 
Local \dllbuy rates in fils 
Belgian franc — . — . — 76.9/ 77.9 

Dutch guilder loVM 14I.I 

French franc _....4y.3/ 4y.8 

Italnnfira: 223/ 232 

Japanese yen (foe .100) 210.W 213^ 

Swedish crown 4 831 493 

Swiss banc ..‘.■188.5/ 191 

U.K. sterling pound 527/ 534.4 

U.S. dollar 343 3/ 346.8 

w. German mark 156.8/ 158.7 


DEPARTURES 

•7:40 Oanascns, Athens (OA) 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman governors tr 891228 

Amman dvfl defence 1U8. 

Civil Defence Irbii ..271293.273131 

Civil Defence Quweismefa 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance iy3. 775111 

Amman downtown tire brigade 196 

FustaU 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090- * 

Pofice rescue ._ 192, 621111. 637777 

Police headquarters ...... 639141 

Traffic polce 8963901 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 

Municipal water com plaints 771125/8 
Queen Ala InL Airport (08)53330/60 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 81381 3/32 
Khafidi Maternity, J. Aron . 644281/6 
Aklieh Maternity. J. Amman 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmetsani ..... 664171/4 

Sbmeisani Hospital ... 669131 

Univeisiw Hospital 84584S65 

Al-Muwher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh .... 775111/26 

Amy, Marita - 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital ... —.674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nayef Asyfi , 

Dr. Basiem Vran ■ 

Frras pharmacy I 

Al Saiara pharmacy t 

Al James' pharmacy < 

Mresh pharmacy .......... 

TAXIS: 

Taxina taxi i 

Waddah taxi I 

Khafid taxi "I"L~ ( 

Ham Ian taxi \ 

Jerusalem taxi i 


IRBID: 

Dr. Faysal Makbel 245755 

Anas pharmacy ( ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Omar Hajjawj 986171 

Ana* pharmacy j j 

AJ Sodeq pharmacy — {—) 

general 

Jordan Television — 773 I'M* 19 

Jordan 774111/19 

justly of Tourism 642311 

Hotel Corap loans 666412 

— 

* etepnooe information • [2 

Jordan and Middle East calls ^ 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service jj 


Vienna. Chicago, Los Angeles 
(RJ) 

Laraaca, Paris (RJ) 

..... Frankfort, Copenhagen (R*» 


Cairo ( 

Kuwait (* 

-... Istanbul fl 

... — — — Medina. Jeddah C. 

Cairo (p 

Kuwait Dhabrao (1 

Bahrain, Doha (1 

— Damascus fl 


WEATHER 

bulletin supplied by the Ueparvneni of 
Wetevmlinp/. 

Itwfli be raiid.wth the appearance of 
lew ctoudsand northw es te r ly moderate 
winds. In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and cairn sea. 


MARKET PRD n S 


Amman 

Aqatu ....ini 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


8/20 

l3/2y 

7/24 

13/28 


... Jeddah I 

.... — Cairo i 


Abu Dhabi, 


Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 20. Aqaba 29. Humidity rea- 
dings; Amman 62 per cent, Aqaba 20 
per cent. 


Uppierllower prUe 

Apple 250/200 

Apple (ydlow) 200/160 

Apple (American & French) 480/400 

Banana 300/260 

Banana (Mukammar) 250 1 220 

Beans 340/300 

Broad beans 240/200 

Cabbage — 60/ 40 

Carrot (yellow) ........ 140/ 100 

Cauliflower 180 / 140 

Cucumber (large) 150/ 120 

Cucumber (small) 230/200 

Eggplant flaige) 260/220 

Eggplant (snafl) 180/140 

Garlic — 300/240 

Grapefruit — 150/100 

Union 280 / 200 


' in fits per Ic#. 

UfhK* (per tme) 
Marrow (large) ... 
Marrow ( amff ) 

*feUow ....... J " 

Mek* (Sweet) ._ 

Orange (local and 
Pepper (sweet) ... 

Jjjwftau..™ 

Tomatoes 


auiunj , 

V«elMvra™Z 

Water melon 


- 150/150 

— 180/140 

250/ 200 

220/180 

280/200 

90/ 60 

-1300/1000 

Valencia) 140/100 

270/220 

u, 278*380 

320/280 

160/120 

150«Q0 

110/ SO 

120/100 
—,^—300/260 








news 


XILTC contributes JD 50,000 
to school construction projects 


-AMMAN (Petra) — The Iraqi 
Jordanian Land Transport Com- 
pany (ULTQ has donated JO 
50,000 to the Ministry of Edu- 
cation to help it finance the con- 
struction cf two schools in Aqaba. 
A cheque for the sum was handed 
to: 'Minister of Education Abdul 
Wahab - A1 MajaH by ULTC Dir- 
ector Gtmeral Ejd A1 Fayez. The 
handing over of die cheque was 

attende d bv officials fmrn nv> mm. 

is try and the co mpan y. 


AtthesametiraetheMmistryof 
Education announced that it has 
donated stationery, sports equ- 
ip ment and pdirra tinnal aids to the 
Eritrea Liberation Movement. 

The donation was handed to Mr. 
Anwar Mohammad Anwar, the 
movement's representative in 
Jordan, by the mmisby’s secretary 
general Ahmad AJ Bashaireh, 
-senior minis try nifjTriak attpnHwl 
the presentation. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tafileh hospital receives X-ray machine 

TAFTLEH (Petra) — The Health Ministry has provided the gov- 
ernment hospital in Tafileh with new X-ray equipment as part of 
the ministry's policy to develop health services in Tafileh Gov- 
ernors te. Director of Tafileh Health Department Abdullah A1 
Shawawreb said that the ministry has also decided to provide the 
hospital with anaesthetic equipment. 

NRA director meets geologists 

AMMAN (Petra) — Natural Resources Authority (NRA) Dir- 
ector Genera] Kamal Jureisat and President of the Jordanian 
Geologists Association (JGA) Ah Abu Rabeiha and members of 
the association Sunday reviewed issues related to the geology 
profession in Jordan in general and to the NRA in particular. Mr. 
Jureisat outlined the important role of Jordanian geologists in 
supporting the national economy and paid tribute to their role in 
bringing success to development projects, especially those related 
to prospecting for oil and mineral resources. 

Centre to host family exhibition 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the patronage of Her Highness Pri- 
ncess Majda, the American Centre will host a mother-daughter 
painting and silk screen exhibit on Monday, May 12. The 
mother-daughter artist team are Sue and Sonia Dafadah and the 
exhibit consists of forty pieces completed while the artists have 
been living in Jordan, including silk screens, acrylic paintings, 
lithographs and etchings. Subject matter ranges from, still lifes to 
portraits to landscapes. The exhibit will run daily until May 15. 


Ministry draws 
up lists of 
approved 
universities 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Higher Education plans to issue 
three lists of recognised uni- 
versities around the world in 
which Jordanian students can 
enrol for higher education. Min- 
ister of Higher Education Nas- 
sereddin AI Assad announced 
Sunday. 

In a letter to AI Ra r i Arabic 
daily newspaper the minis ter said 
that following the example of 
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia and other 
countries, the ministry will shortly 
issue three lists the first of which 
will contain names and addresses 
of 1,400 universities and com- 
munity colleges in different cou- 
ntries and which are all recognised 
m Jordan and by the Ministry of 
Higher Education. The second 
list, the minister said, has 453 
names of universities and com- 
munity colleges to which Jor- 
danian minis tries and official org- 
anisations can send excelling stu- 
dents. 

A third list will contain names 
and addresses of American uni- 
versities which the Ministry of 
Higher Education can rec- 
ommend for professional studies 
such as medicine, engineering, 
pharmacy and law, the minister 
said in a statement published by 
the newspaper. 

Dr. Assad went on to say that 
the Ministry of Higher Education 
had also studied the lists issued by 
universities in Kuwait, Saudi Ara- 
bia and other Arab countries as 
well as those circulated by the 
United Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). 

He said that die lists will be 
made available to all members of 
the public so that students will 
have ample time to study the lists 
with their parents before choosing 
any institutions to continue stu- 
dies abroad. 






It 


Chinese Ambassador to Jordan Chang Jin Sunday 
attends the opening of an exhibition of photographs. 


featuring ancient Chinese architecture, at Yarmonk 
University in Irbid (Petra photo) 


Chinese envoy 
visits Irbid 

IRBID (Petra) — China's Amb- 
assador to Jordan Chan g Jin Sun- 
day visited the city of Iihid where 
he met with officials to discuss 
Jordanian -Chinese cooperation. 
Mr. Jin first met with Irbid Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Ali AJ Amin 
and then held a meeting with Dr. 
Ad nan Badran. the president of 
Yarmouk University, with whom 
he reviewed scientific and cultural 
cooperation between the uni- 
versity and Chinese universities. 

Later, the ambassador attended 
the opening of an exhibition of 
photographs featuring ancient 
Chinese architecture. The exh- 
ibition has been organised by the 
Chinese embassy m Amman in 
cooperation with Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. 


Amman's streets bustle with 
activity in the evening hours 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — During the holy 
month of Ramadan, several areas 
in Amman become hives of act- 
ivity during the evening with 
crowds of people strolling down 
streets for walks and window sho- 
pping after breaking the day's fast 
with their meal at sunset — JJiar. 

To make shopping easier, a 
■number of open door markets 
have been set up in certain parts of 
the city and these markets sell a 
wide variety of local commodities 
at reasonable prices. Street ped- 
dlers and other vendors also com- 
pete to sell their goods as the day 
draws to an end. 

The collective market (Ram- 
adan souq), established at AI 1st- 


JEA centre to offer specialised courses for electricity technicians 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Special to the Jordan Hmes 
AMMAN — The Jordan Ele- 
ctricity Authority (JEA) has lau- 
nched an ambitious project to set 
up a highly sophisticated training 
centre for technicians in the field 
of electricity and the venture will 
be the first of its kind in the Middle 
East. 

' Construction of buildings for 
the centre has passed the half-way. 
rnarit and ft is elected that the 
facility, located hi Hashmiyeh; 
near ZaiqaJ will be operative in 
the first third of next year. 

The Japanese government is 
contributing the bulk of resources 
needed for the project through 
supplying free of cost training equ- 
ipment worth nearly 500 million 
yen (approx. S3 million). 

Under a five-year cooperation 
agreement signed in September 
1985 between the JEA and the 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), Japan will also 
send technical experts to conduct 
specialised training courses. In 
addition, Japan has also und- 
ertaken to train Jordanian per- 
sonnel in Japanese est- 
ablishments. 

Initially, the centre will be able 
to absorb 200 trainees on two- 
year courses and the JEA hopes to 
expand the facility's operations to 
meet the requirements of almost 
all Arab countries in the Middle 
East and Africa. 

The JEA contribution to the 
p'roject is in the form of land, bui- 
ldings and fur nishing s at a total 
cost of JD 480.000. The 
Japanese-supplied equipment will 
cover all aspects of power gen- 
eration, distribution and mai- 
ntenance. The centre, which will 
offer training in all theoretical and 
practical aspects of handling ele- 


ctricity, will include sections for 
mechanical practice, indoor wir- 
ing practice and underground line 
practice . an outdoor substation, 
laboratories, mechanical per- 
formance testing facilities, dra- 
ughting rooms and audio-visual 
equipment. 

pMnpnterised Kimiilatnr 

'A specially, designed com^.. 

1 p^ri^e<i l ;‘s^hu^a^6f ,, .wSllie the 
highlight of the 'centre 1 . Thesira-- 
ulator, which is buBt along the 
exact scaled-down specifications 
of the Aqaba Thermal Power Sta- 
tion stage 1, is expected to be of 
great help for the JEA to train 
personnel for the facility on the 
Red Sea coast. 

The Japanese assistance to the 
centre is classified under 
“project-type technical coo- 
peration” and comes under a 
broad protocol signed between 
Amman and Tokyo, said Mr. 
Yisbi Kitahra, first secretary at the 
Japanese Embassy in Amman. "In 
fact, the JEA project is one of the 
major ventures that our gov- 
ernment has undertaken to ass- 
ist,” he said in an interview with 
the Jordan Times. 

According to Mr. Kitahra, the 
proposed JEA centre is expected 
to “surpass most other similar ins- 
titutions in the world since it is 
wholly devoted to the field of ele- 
ctricity 

The JEA and the Ministry of 
Higher Education are bolding 
talks on a JEA proposal that the 
centre be converted into a full- 
fledged polytechnic type ins- 
titution which coukl award rec- 
ognised diplomas to its trainees 
who will be from Jordan as well as 
other Arab countries. 

Mr. Gazi Abdul Hadi, head of 




SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, office room, dining room and 
large salon, kitchen, two bathrooms, two balconies, garden, 
central heating, hot water, colour TV, telephone. Excellently 
furnished. 

Location: University of Jordan professors housing estate 

Call 845456, 845457 


TRETOL 

EXTERNAL & INTERNAL 
WATERPROOFING SYSTEMS 
FOR YOUR 


ROOFS 

SWIMMING POOLS 
BASEMENTS 
WATER TANKS 

planter BOXES 

EXTERNAL WALL CONSTRUCTION 

For further information please call or telex 

Jordan Technical Business Trade Pvt. Ltd. Co. 
- - P.O. Box 151243, Amman. 

Tel: 653508 office hours 
666071 after office hours. 

Telex 21204 RADAR JO. 


Grad nates from the new centre 
Thermal Power Station 
the JEA training department, 
expects that the institution would 
need 30 to 40 full-time training 
staff in addition to the seven exp- 
erts Japan will be sending to Jor- 
dan every year until 1990. 

“Jordan, as well as other Arab 
states, is in dire need of experts in 
handling electricity and the centre 
in Jordan can meet the req- 
uirements," Mr. Abdul Hadi told 
the Jordan Times. “Our present 
training facilities — one at Muk- 
ableen (Amman south) and the 
other at the AI Hussein Thermal 
Power Station in Zarqa — are lim- 
ited and therefore we could offer 
training only to a limited number 
of people from other Arab states,” 
be said. “Once the new centre 
becomes operative, we could open 
the door for a larger number of 


will be employed at JEA’s Aqaba 

trainees from other Arab cou- 
ntries.” he continued. 

Two other centres 

The Mukableen training centre 
was set up in 1979 and turned out 
nearly 200 technicians by the end 
of 1 985 . Another 65 are currently 
undergoing training in the centre, 
which offers practical and the- 
oretical courses for two-year dur- 
ation in transmission, supply lines 
and substations. Trainees are sent 
out for on-site experience and 
practice in the second year of the 
course. Two experts from British 
Electricity International Limited 
(BE1), assisted by two JEA eng- 
ineers and two technicians, are in 
charge of the centre. 

The second JEA training centre 


is located within the AI Hussein 
Thermal Power Station in Zarqa 
— the world's second largest air- 
cooled electricity generation fac- 
ility. Here, trainees are given 
three-year theoretical and pra- 
ctical courses in generating power 
through steam-run and gas- run 
equipment. The Zarqa centre can 
take 30 trainees on the three-year 
. course and offer an intensive one- 
year oourse .for young men who 
"have completed national military 
service and short upgrading cou- 
rses for technicians to prepare 
them for higher grades. Five Jor- 
danian instructors under the sup- 
ervision of the station adm- 
inistration director are running 
the centre. 

The JEA, which maintains an 
annual training budget of nearly 
JD 140.000, pays its trainees a 
monthly stipend of JD 65 each 
during the training period. The 
trainees are bound in contract to 
serve the JEA for a minimum of 
four years at normal salaries after 
completing' the courses. 

Apart horn training potential 
staff, the JEA also provides 
short-term courses to university 
and secondary school students 
during vacations. These trainees, 
who are paid a nominal sum of J D 
1 per day, are given an overall 
familiarisation course in adm- 
inistration and finance as well as 
technical aspects of electricity 
generation and distribution so that 
they could opt for a career in the 
sector of electricity after finishing 
studies. 

Upgrading staff 

Another important aspect of 
JEA training programmes is 
“upgrading” the quality of staff. 
Deserving personnel are sent abr- 
oad for higher education and tra- 
ining and others are assigned to 
take short-term courses at the 
University of Jordan, Yarmouk 
University, the Institute of Public 
Administration and the Jordan 
Institute of Management. 

The cost of training JEA per- 
sonnel abroad is partly financed 
by foreign governments and int- 
ernational agencies under existing 
agreements with the government 
of Jordan. 

The Jordan Electric Power 
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AVAILABLE AT: 

1. MARRIOTT HOTEL BOOKSHOP 
Shmeisani, Amman. 

2. BOOK CORNER 

First Circle, Jabal Amman. 
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RSS finds no radiation Sr 

imported fresh meat 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tests cm imp- 
orted fresh meat have proved it to 
be free of any harmful nuclear rad- 
iation, according to Ministry of 
Supply Under Secretary Abdullah 
AI mwamdeh. 

He said in a statement, carried 
by the Jordanian News Agencv. 
Petra, that the tests were con- 
ducted by laboratories at the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS'l 
and the result was negative. 

Mr. Hawamdeh said that imp- 
orters of meat have produced cer- 
tificates of origin proving that all 
the new shipments of meat arr- 
iving in Jordan are free of any rad- 
iation that might be harmful to 
consumers' health. 

. The Minister of Industry . Trade 
and Supply Saturday issued a sta- 
tement announcing that all imp- 
orted food supplies, including 
meat, dairy products and fish, are 
safe and have not been affected by 
radiation. Precautions have been 
taken to ensure that imported 
food supplies are quite safe from 
radiation and Hi for human con- 


sumption. the statement said. 

The statement also made it clear 
that meat supplies to Jordan will 
continue and will increase during 
Ramadan. It said altogether nine 
planeloads of fresh mutton arrive 
in Jordan every week in addition 
to seven planes carrying beef and 
veal during the month of Ram- 
adan. 

RSS President Fakhreddin A! 
Dagbestani told Petra that •■p*. 
rial RSS team visited the •Vnm • 
slaughterhouse on Sunday mor- 
ning to conduct tests on fresh meat 
arriving for distribution. The tests, 
which were conducted with special 
equipment, proved that the imp- 
orted mealih free of any radiation. 
Dr. Daghestani said. " 

He went on to say that a RSS 
■ team of specialists wDl continue to 
pay daily visits to the sla- 
ughterhouse and will conduct tests 
on raeatshipments in the presence 
of Ministry of Supply officials to 
ensure that the meat is safe for 
human consumption before it is 
distributed to butchers. 


iklal Street, is one of many 
marketplaces where people can 
find almost everything to eaL for 
their homes and to wear. 

Inside the market there is a host 
of goods spilling onto the pav- 
ement and vendors sell popcorns, 
nuts and fast food to passers-by. 

Walking along the crowded str- 
eets, people have the choice of 
buying paintings, ready-made clo- 
thes, children's toys. Bowers, kit- 
chen appliances, perfumes, toi- 
letries and an array of other goods. 

A market for vegetables and 
fruits is open on Thursdays until 
late in the evening and here peo- 
ple can buy produce auyhetesale 
prices. The Thursday'market is 
sponsored by the^mman Mun- 
icipality. Is 


Company ( JEPCO) and the Irbid 
District Electricity Company 
(IDECO) — the two main com- 
panies in charge of power supplies 
to consumers in Amman and the 
north of the Kingdom — also send 
their personnel to the JEA fac- 
ilities for training. JEPCO also 
maintains its own training dep- 
artment for middle management 
personnel and a small facility for 
-training-in cable-join tin gron by -a.. 
British expert. 

The’-Vticational Training Cen- 
tre (VTC) also assigns its students 
to the JEA for advanced training 
though the number of such tra- 
inees has gone down over the past 
two years. 

“Our strategy is to make our- 
selves, and Jordan, self-sufficient 
in highly qualified manpower in 
the electricity sector." explained 
Mr. Abdul Hadi. 

Obviously, the JEA wants to do 
away with its partial dependence 
on foreign workers to run its var- 
ious facilities. No precise figures 
are available on the number of 
foreigners employed by die JEA 
which main tains a total staff of 
about 1 ,700. Quite a good number 
of te chnician s from Asia — mostly 
Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka — 
are working at the AI Hussein 
Thermal Power Station and the 
JEA requirement of technicians is 
expected to go up when the Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station becomes 
fully operational. 

Mr. Abdul Hadi said a special 
JEA panel which is in charge of , 
planning and preparing for the 
new centre, is debating whether to 
discontinue the present two tra- 1 
ining centres when the new facility I 
is opened. Chances are that the i 
two centres will continue to fun- 
ction and help the new centre thr- 
ough offering practical training in 
system planning and control. 
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Jerusalem Open University 
aims to provide accessible’ 
education to Arab students 


By Lima Nabil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Admission to the 
Jerusalem Open University will 
start at the end of 1 987 and it will 
first accept Palestinian students 
and then Jordanian and Arab stu- 
dents. The university aims to pro- 
vide Arab students, wherever they 
may be, with the opportunity to 
continue their studies in academic 
and technical subjects. Highly 
qualified Arab academics will 
draw up a special perception for 
the university teaching pro- 
grammes which will be supported 
by such as videos, televisions and 
computers. 

Speaking about the project, 
president of the Jerusalem Open 
University Walid Qamhawi said 
that it is an advanced open uni- 
versity which aims to provide hig- 
her education and technical tra- 
ining to the largest possible num- 
ber of Palestinian, Jordanian and 
Arab students. Hie establishment 
of die university Is also designed to 
cope with the increasing demand 
for higher education, taking into 
consideration the special cir- 
cumstances of Arab students and 
benefiting from technological 
advances, Dr. Qamhawi added. 

. Speaking about remote', lea- 
rning, the onivefsitypresklentsaid 
it is the optimal means for edu- 
cating the largest number of stu- 
dents and he pointed out that 
open universities are becoming 
increasingly widespread because 
of technological progress. 

Dr. Qamhawi went on to say 
there will be no age limit for adm- 
ission, but added that, at the start, 
the university wQJ concentrate on 
a specific age and educational 
level. 

Dr. Qamhawi said the uni- 
versity expects to begin accepting 
students’ applications at the end of 
1987. “We aim to first meet the 
educational needs of our people in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
then we wQl move to the major 
Palestinian gatherings and then to 
all Arab citizens as it is our hope 
that the university will be open to 
all Arab nationals. Jerusalem uni- 
versity, if given the opportunity to 
perform its Pan-Arab role, wiD be 
an element for achieving a nat- 
ional and cultural unity for the 
Arabs,” Dr. Qamhawi said. 

He added that there are app- 
roximately 1.500 remote edu- 
cation institutions in the world and 


open universities in almost 60 
countries. However, he added, 
there are no such universities in 
the Arab World. Regarding acc- 
reditation of university degrees. 
Dr. Qamhawi said certificates 
from the open university in Britain 
wfll be treated on an equal footing 
with certificates awarded by the 
best British universities. 

The open university system. Dr. 
Qamhawi said, takes education to 
the students instead of moving 
students to universities for edu- 
cation. The financial savings arc 
considerable as this system ena- 
bles a smdent to study at home or 
at work instead of obliging him to 
leave his place of residence for 
study and examination purposes, 
he said. Students taking open uni- 
versity courses have the added 
benefit of being able to select 
study times which suit them and 
their lifestyle, be added. 

Dr. Qamhawi also said that the 
establish meat of the university 
will not affect the other uni- 
versities. “On the contrary, it will 
integrate other universities in 
many aspects. The university will 
not have any special premises for 
instruction but will rely mainly on 
the facilities of other universities. 
Most disciplines will also be pre- 
pared in- ^operation with- pro- 
fessors at established universities 
and the open university will ben- 
efit from the qualifications ava- 
ilable in most countries of the 
world,” he continued. 

Dr. Qamhawi went dn to say that 
the university is currendy defining 
its priority programmes and that it 
has initially been agreed that sci- 
ence, technology, home eco- 
nomics, land economics, social 
sciences and administration will 
be die first courses to be offered 
by the university. 

Speaking about the university’s 
structure. Dr. Qamhawi said it will 
comprise a board of directors and 
regional coordination centres. 
The board of directors will be in 
charge of administration, the pre- 
paration of disciplines, dis- 
tributing subjects, holding exa- 
minations and awarding cer- 
tificates, he explained. 

There wDl te no limits on the 
admission of external students at 
the university as the more students 
there are. the less the costs will be. 
Dr. Qamhawi continued. The uni- 
versity expects to receive some 
60.000 students during the second 
stage, he added. 
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Another step forward 

THE Tourism Authority's recent arrangement to offer Jor- 
danian expatriates a 25 per cent discount on hotel charges 
during their holidays in the Kingdom was a small step in the 
right direction, especially in view of current preparations for 
the second expatriates' conference this summer. 

The annual gathering allows our countrymen living and 
working abroad the chance to air their views in a free and 
candid manner on subjects affecting their working conditions 
and to discuss any demands they wish the government in Jor- 
dan to help them meet. 

A 13-day tour made by the Minister of Labour and Social' 
Development to Saudi Arabia and other Arab Golf states last 
month was instrumental in keeping the channel of com- 
munications open with the expatriates, whose financial returns 
to Jordan had been forming an integral part of the nation’s 
economy. 

The minister, who met with representatives of local gov- 
ernments and Jordanian communities in the Gulf, returned 
with demands and requests which we hope the government will 
study seriously and objectively. The expatriates are demanding 
facilities for renewing passports, giving education to their chi- 
ldren, transporting their household items and furniture back 
to Jordan , inclusion in the social security law, homes to stay in 
daring the summer vacation, facilities for investment and the 
tike. 

Contribution on the part nf jnr dawian embassies in the GnW 
has led to the success of die minister’s mission and their efforts 
have given tiie expatriates a stronger feeling of attachment and 
a stronger sense of belonging to the country. The need for 
maintaining such strong r elationship and attachment places a 
difficult burden on these embassies, bat perhaps even a heavier 
responsibility on the central government in Amman. 

We want to ensure that the coming conference will be a 
success, and' therefore ample preparations ought to be made 
now. What is important for die concerned authorities is to 
carefully weigh the expatriates’ . demands and views bef- 
orehand, hi order to respond pqsftfyely and constructively 
'‘'Itiiereyer' possible. . . -riyiy ? :•■■■ 

' Upon returning to Amman, the (Vt^ister of Labour said bis 
meetings were const r uctive and that he hoped the coming 
conference would be successful. We too hope for fruitful coo- 
peration in meeting the needs of Jordan’s expatriates, and join 
in urgmg serious efforts in this regard. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Israeli threats to Syria intensify 

ISRAEL'S Police Minister Chaim Bar-Lev has issued a statement 
indicating that Israel might launch an attack against Syria if there was 
dear evidence that Syria was behind an attempt to plant a bomb on 
an Israeli airliner in London. Bar-Lev’s statement adds one more 
voice to those within Israel s military and political leadership seeking 
another aggression against the Arabs. At the same time, these voices 
are supported by certain Western circles which are doing everything 
in their power to present Syria as a country involved in the aborted 
attack on the Israeli plane last month. Thus, these circles are paving 
the way for a retaliatory measure against Syrian diplomats and enc- 
ouraging Israel to launch a new aggression on Syrian territory. There 
is evidently some kind of coordination between Israel and these 
Western circles, and a plot being hatched behind the scenes, pre- 
paring the world’s public opinion to accept the idea of an aggression. 
This collaboration is reminiscent of that which preceded the Ame- 
rican attack on Libya, and in some ways, it resembles Western 
conspiracies against the Arab Nation just before the 1956 aggression 
on Egypt' but this time . with the exception of France. This scenario is 
another flagrant defiance of the Arab Nation, and a challenge to the 
Arabs, coming in the wake of Washington’s failure to impose heg- 
emony cm this region. 

Al Dustour : Many hands at play in Lebanon ■ 

OVER the past 11 years mediation efforts were exerted to end the 
Lebanese conflict, and many conferences and meetings were held to 
find a way for bringing about recondliatioa among the warring 
factions in the embattled country. These efforts have not been suc- 
cessful in ending the civil war which still rages until this minute. Over; 
the past 11 years, too many foreign hands had been at work inside 
Lebanon, trying to set one party against another, and stir trouble i 
everywhere; And as these foreign elements have different and opp- 
osing interests in Lebanon, the factions fighting one another in the 
streets continue to be at war. taking support from one or receiving 
pay from another. President Gemayel's visit to Tunisia trying to find 
a way around die problem outside his country is a futile action that 
can lead him nowhere. What the Lebanese should do is to sit and 
discuss together what is best for their country and what can really 
preserve their national interests. There can be no alternative to 
national reconciliation which ought to come about as soon as pos- 
sible. Perhaps the cease fire - during Ramadan as has been suggested' 
can serve as a first step towards a permanent end to fighting, and a 
prelude to lasting peace. 

Sawt Al Shaab ; Lessons from history 

IT wifi be most useful for the United States, which is now threatening 
to use power and force against the Arabs, to refer back to history and 
try to leam from the consequences of past acts of aggression on this- 
'nation- The past acts of aggression had led to a diminishing of Was- 
hington's credibility in the region, and led to the creation of dan- 
gerous tension leading to a deterioration in die situation. All that 
Washington is trying to advocate against international terrorism, and 
all American statements about attempts for an improvement in rel- 
ations with the countries of this region are blown off by statements 
threatening to use force against one state or another. Washington 
seems' to have heeded Israel's advice to resort to the use of force' 
against the covm tries of dus region in order to force them to siiccumb. 
Washington seems to have been persuaded by Israel that int- 
imidation against the Arabs and the threat of the use of force would 
force the Arab countries to accept Israel's terms for a settlement, one 
•the? Zionism wants to impose on the region. 


Arab American political progress in 1986 


By Dr. James Zogby 

Dr. Zogby is an Arab-American activist who is currently heading the 
American Arab Institute, a Washington-based organisation that aims 
at involving Americans of Arab origin in American politics. He Is 
co-founder of the Arab-American Antt- Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), which undertakes to fight negative stereotyping of Arabs bij 
American media. 

elective office. George Lattimer, 
an Arab-American of Lebanese 
descent, is given a good chance of 
wmning in this Democratic state. 
.If Lattimer wins, he will become 
the third Arab-American gov- 
ernor in the U.S. 

In the lone Senate race inv- 
olving an Arab-American, James 
Abdnorof South Dakota is facing' 
a serious challe n ge to his bid to be 
re-elected to a second term in the 
Senate. 

Abdnor, who in recent years has 
been very supportive of Arab- 
American concerns and has even 
hosted a number of Arab- 
American Institute functions in 
.Washington, has been targe tied 
by the pro-Israel' lobby as being 
“too pro- Arab." Arab Americans 
have supported Abdnor, but many 
are now realising that more must, 
be done to help him if he is to be 
re-elected in November. In add- 
ition to facing a Republican cha- 
llenger in this summers primary, 
Abdnor is scheduled to race con- 


1986 should be a record year for 
Arab-American political inv- 
olvement This year, in greater 
numbers than ever before, 
Arab- Americans will be running 
for office, organising grass IDOtS 
po litical cam p aigns^ and playing a 
role in both die Republican and 
Democratic parties and in the new- 
National Rainbow Coalition 
(NRC) founded by Rev. Jesse 
'J&ckson. 

Arab-American candidates in 
1986 

This November, Arab- 
Americans will be running for 
major state-wide elective office in 
six of the fifty United States. In 
addition, two current Arab- 
American members of Congress, 
Mary Rose Oakar (Ohio) and 
Nick Rahall (West Virginia) will 
be r unning for re- election and at 
least eleven other Arab- 
Americans will be competing for 
state senate seats in five other sta- 
tes. 

Four of the six state-wide races 
moted above involve Arab- 
Americans running for governor 
(in New Hampshire, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and Minnesota). 
One of these is John Sunmmu a 
Palestinian- American, who is the 
current Governor of New Ham- 
pshire. He is running for re- 
election. Sunnunu, who has alr- 
eady served two terms, has bec- 


Arab American political 
organising at the grass roots 

In March of 1985, following the 
successful performance of 
Arab- Americans in the 1984 pre- 
sidential elections, George Salem 
and I launched the Arab Ame- 
rican Institute (AAI). AAI is a 
bi-partisan political project des- 
igned to deepen Arab-American ■ 
grass roots political involvement, 
in preparation for die 1988 nat- 
ional elections. 

In 1984, 1 had served as Vice- 
Chairman and deputy-campaign 
manager of the Jesse Jackson for 
president Campaign. At the same 


four laige Californiaeities were in 
attendance, seeking Arab Ame- 
rican support. The Southern Cal- 
ifornia Arab American Rep- 
ublicans have undertaken a num- 
ber of impressive c a mpaign sup- 
port activities in races involving 
local, county, state, and national 
.elections in 1986. 

moots is home to over 180,000 
Arab- Americans with about one 
half of them living in die politically 
important city of C hicago . In Oct- 
ober of 1985, the AAI, together 
with a group of prominent 
Chicago-area Arab - Americans 
convened a “leadership con- 
ference” for Illinois Arab- 


For from being the despised, threatened and def- 
eated minority some have alleged them to be - 
Arab- Americans are showing they are more res- 
pected, more sophisticated and better organised than 
ever before - and 1986 should prove to be a record 
year for Arab-American political involvement. 


lar 

Deimcrat in the November ele- 
ction. Daschle has consistently 
voted with the pro-Israel lobby 
during his career in the Congress. 

In addition to these six major 
state-wide races, in five states ele- 
ven Arab Americans are running 
for State Senate & Assembly 
posts, many of these are rising 


This November , Arab- Americans will be running 
for major state-wide elective office in six of the fifty 
United States. In addition , two current Arab- 
American members of Congress, Mary Rose Oakar 
(Ohio) and Nick Rahall ( West Virginia) will be run- 
ning for re-election and at least eleven other Arab- 
Americans will be competing for state senate seats in 
five other states. 


ome an important political leader 
in the Republican Party. He cur- 
rently serves as Chairman of the 
Republican Governor’s Con- 
ference. He is extremely sup- 
portive of Arab-American com- 
munity activities and concerns and 
is favoured to win re-election. 

Next door in Massachusetts, 
another Republican, Arab Ame- 
rican Greg Hyatt is chalTed^dg 
the current Democratic governor. 
Hyatt, who lost in a bid to become 
a member of Congress in 1984, 
has die Republican Party end- 
orsement for his race, but is not 
expected to win in heavily Dem- 
ocratic Massachusetts. 

To the South, in Connecticut 
former congressman Toby Mof- 
fett, a Lebanese American, is run- 
ning for governor as a Democrat 
challenging die cuirent Dem- 
ocratic governor in a fall primary 
election. Moffett, who has not 
always been supportive of Arab- 
American concerns and who is not 
given a good chance of winning 
this race, has been asking for 
Arab-American community sup- 
port for his campaign. Some pro- 
minent Arab American leaders 
are raising funds for Moffett and 1 
are working on his behalf since 
they feel a commitment to assist 
any qualified Arab-American 
seeking elective office. 

In neighbouring Rhodes Island, 
the former state treasurer, Ant- 
hony Solomon, is running for the 
post of Secretary of State. Sol- 
omon, a popular Rhodes Island 
politician, is a strong supporter of 
Arab-American community con- 
cerns. He is a likely victor in this 
race and his campaign will be sup- 
ported by Arab Americans in 
Rhodes Island and elsewhere. 

'The fourth Arab-American 
gubernatorial candidate is in Min- 
nesota where the very popular 
Mayor of St. Paul (the second, lar- 
gest city in the state) is running as 
a Democrat for his State’s highest 


young Arab-American activists 
whonave built a strong base of 
support in the Arab-American 
community and whose political 
careers axe just beginning. 

For example, Dan Issa, a city 
councilman from Rhodes Island 
and a founder and activist in die 
new Arab-American Democratic 
Federation of Rhodes Island, will 
be rumimgfona seatin his state's 
Senate! ' Tn another ‘ race, John " 
Zogby,' a leading central New 
York Democratic Parly leader, is. 
.running for New York State Ass- 
embly. Zogby was the former nat- 
ional organising director of the 
America n- A rab Anti- 
Discrimination committee. He is a 
co-founder of Save Lebanon, the 
Arab American Institute and the 
Arab American Democratic Fed- 
eration. Because of his strong 
background in Arab causes, cen- 
tral New York’s Jewish com- 
munity has threatened to support 
any challenger to his campaign. 
Arab- Americans are planning to 
counter with an effort of their 
own, in what may become an imp- 
ortant test of strength between the 
two communities. In addition to 
these races for state posts, a num- 
ber of Arab- Americans are run- 
ning for local elective office. Most 
notable among them is Tom Haz- 
ouri who hopes to become the 
mayor of Jacksonville, Florida, 
one of the largest rides in the 
south — and a city with a sizeable 
Arab-American population. 

These campaigns of Arab- . 
Americans for elective office do 
not exhaust the list of Arab- 
American political activity in the 
1986 elections. At last count, in at 
least thirteen other congressional 
elections, Arab- Americans will be 
playing important roles as cam- 
paign staff; advisors or supporters 
— raising funds, registering vot- 
ers, and or ganising camp aign sup- 
port activities. 


time, George Salem, a 
Palestinian- American attorney, 
served as executive director of die 
Ethnic Voters’ Division of the 
Reagan-Bush Campaign. Salem 
has recently been appointed by 
President Reagan astop legal adv- 
isor to the Department of Labour. 

Realising that an important 
yardstick our community could 
, use to measure its political pro- 
gress was in the level of its grass- 
roots organisation and electoral 
activity, the AAI set its sites on 
providing «««>««« in this bask 
grass- roots-based work. 

To facilitate this effort, we hel- 
ped to launch two independent 
federations — the Arab American 
Democratic Federation (ADF) 
and foe Arab American Rep- 
ublican Federation (ARF). As 
described by George Salem, foe 
purpose of these federations was 

tor “establish a vis&le Arab Ame- 
rican presense in the major parties 
and in the political mainstream cm 
die community level”. 

In foe past year, we have wit- 
nessed a tremendous growth in 
Arab American political dev- 
elopment at foe grass roots level. 
Today Arab- Americans are in a 
better position than ever before to 
win elections and to establish our 
community's role as a political 
constituency. 

While activity is taking place in 
many communities across the 
U5,, we have focused our att-, 
entfcm on a select number of sta 
where foe majority of foe 
Americans live. 

. In California, where over 
300,000 Arab- Americans Uve, 
political activity has been quite 
intense — especially on the Rep- 
ublican side. 

Munzer Chaa ra ni, a prominent 
southern Californian, has helped 


American leaders. Over 120 
attended and participated in pan- 
els and workshops with a number 
of HEnois elected officials and 
.party leaders — including the c- 
ity’s mayor, Harold Washington. 

The conference launched foe 
Chicago-area ADF and ARF. 
Since then foe ADF, in particular, 
has grown and come to play a key 
role in several local elections. 

1 In the important March 18, 
1-986, special Chicago City Cou- 
ncil elections, the ADF supported 
candidates in five of the seven 
races. In support of these five the 
ADF carried out a wide range of 
activities — raising money, org- 
anising events and mobilising vot- 
ers. The five Arab Amencan- 
supported candidates came to 
community-sponsored events and 
pledged their support for Arab- 
American concerns — both local 
and international. Three of the 
five won on March 18. 

At the same time, Chicago’s 
Arab-American leaders have 
been meeting with the mayors off- 
ice to complete plans to establish 
an “Arab American Commission'’ 
in Chicago government The idea 
of a commission was first pro- 
posed by the mayor at the October 
AAI conference. 

More than 140 Arab American 
leaders from Michig an met with 
Michig an political leaders at foe 
AAI Detroit Conference in Feb- 
ruary of 1986. The conference was 
designed to map opt a strategy for 
Arab- Ai»ricfflfpohtic^power fir 
Michigan 1 !! 

The conference resolved to est- 
ablish a commission to secure 
Arab-American appointments 
from the governor, to expand the 
Arab-American voter registration 
drive effort In Michigan, to build 
strong ADF and ARF chapters 


Realising that an important yardstick our com- 
munity could use to measure its political progress' 
was in the level of its grass-roots organisation and 
electoral activity, the AAI set its sites on providing 
assistance in this basic grass-roots-based work. 


to found a number of 
Californian-based Arab-: 
American Republican Clubs. In 
January, Chaarani and a group of 
Arab-American professionals 
launched the Orange County 
Arab American Republican Club. 
AAI assisted the group's founding 
dinner which featured foe Arab 
American Governor of Oregon, 
Victor Attiyeh, the new Arab 
American Public Liason officer at 
the White House, California Rep- 
ublican Party officials, George 
Salem and myself. 

- The Arab American Rep- 
ubfican Federation in California is 
growing in seven counties, and 
playing a prominent role in local 
and state-wide politics. Evidence 
■of this is the fact that at the Orange 
County dinner over a dozen can- 
didates for various California ele- 
ctive offices and the mayors of 


and to elect as many Arab- 
Americans as possible as Dem- 
ocratic and Republican Party pre- 
cinct leaders in foe August state- 
wide primary elections. 

Overall the event was important 
for Michigan's Arab-American 
community. It was widely rep- 
orted in press throughout the 
state, since, in addition to Mic- 
higan’s Arab-American Com- 
munity, the conference featured 
the state’s bi-partisan leadership. 
Speakers at the conference inc- 
luded: the Secretary of State of 
Michigan, foe Majority leader of 
Michigan’s State Senate, the State 
Chair of foe Republican Party (an 
Arab American. Spenser Abr- 
aham), foe Democratic National 
Committee representative from 
Michigan, congressman John 
Conyers and a number of other 
elected officials from across the 


state. 

fallowing up on foe conference 
both the ADF and ARF have been 
making plans to elect precinct del- 
egates and develop support cam- 
paigns for a number of local can- 
didates. 

This progress of the Arab- 
American community in Cal- 
ifornia, II Kno ts, and Michigan to 
(develop effective grass-roots 
[electoral mechanisms have been 
■matched by similar activities car- 
| ried out by our community groups 
tin Rhodes Island, Yonkers and 
Brooklyn (in New York) and Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. 

In these states and communities 
Arab- Americans are building a 
political vehicle from the 
bottom-up. In 1986 we are wor- 
king in foe parties, working at 
campaigns and establishing foe 
fact that our community can be an 
asset in wmning elections. 

Arab- Americans in Jesse 
Jackson's National Rainbow 
Coalition 

While in foe past year, many 
Arab- Americans have structured 
their role in the Republican Party 
and others have been active as 
Democrats, many Arab- 
American, Republicans and 
Democrats, are looking to con- 
! finite their involvement with Rev. 
; Jesse Jackson. They see this as foe 
best way to build a progressive 
coalition that can raise issues of 
concern to foe community. 

On April 18-19, 1986, 800 del- 


1 tes (representing every state and 
over 100 national organisations) 
met in Washington to formally 
launch the National Rainbow 
Coalition (NRC). The NRC is- the 


nominating speech for Jesse Jac- 
kson; 

• —On the floor of foe National 
Convention, Arab American eff- 
orts transformed a Gary Hart pla- 
tform plank from an anti- Arab 
one into a non-mtervention pro- 
posal — as a result of this com- 
promise, foe Jackson forces com- 
bined with Hart delegates to end- 
orse this plank and add it to the 
I party platform. 

Now as the NRC prepares to. 
{meet to continue the won: of the 
1984 campaign, Arab- Americans 
[will once again be playing a role. 

| At least thirty Arab- Americans 
: will be involved as delegates at the 
NRC convention. I have recently 
[been appointed to foe National 
'steering committee of foe NRC 
and am also serving on foe Pla- 
nning Committee of the founding 
convention. 

The convention is expected to 
develop the national and state str- 
uctures necessary to: establish the 
'NRC as a permanent political org- 
anisation; develop the Rainbow 
electoral strategy for the 1986 ele- 
ctions; and train Rainbow del- 
egates in the issues of the Rainbow 
and in electoral political tactics. 

Already, in the months pre- 
ceding the convention, Arab- 
Americans have been involved in 
the eight NRC regional planning 
meetings. The number of Arab- 
American delegates at this year's 
convention will be about ten times 
greater than the number of 
Arab- Americans involved in the 
first Rainbow Coalition planning 
conference in September 1984, 
dramatic testimony to foe activism 
and commitment to electoral pol- 
itics of the Arab-American com- 


' In March of i 98 5 , following the successful per- 
formance of A rab- Americans in the 1984 pre- 
sidential elections , George Salem and l launched the 
Arab American Institute (AAI). AAI is a bi-partisan 
political project designed to deepen Arab-American 
grass roots political involvement in preparation for. 
the 1 988 national elections. 


independent national political 
organisation founded by Rev. 
Jackson. The NRC is being est- 
ablished now to continue the 
movement begun by the 1984 
Jesse Jackson presidential com- 


munity. It is also an indication of 
Arab-American support for Rev. 
Jackson and the NRC. According 
to polls taken in three major Arab 
American areas, the community 
. appears to be strongly committed 


paign, and to prepare for the 1988 ^(76 per cent to 80' per cent) to 
national presidential elections. ' Rev. Jesse Jackson. This is not 
Arab- Americans will be playing only due to widespread positive 
a major role in, the NRC because feelings about him, but also due to 
they view it as an important fore*- fact that NRC involves 

which will be a powerful asset to ’Arab-Americans and raises issues 
our community. . of concern to them., especially Pal- 

estinian rights and better U.S.- 
Arab~ relations. 

Another point to note with reg- 
ard to the NRC is that notonly has 
Arab-American involvement inc- 
■reased but so too has that of the 
'black, Hispanic and progressive 
white community as welL In par- 
ticular, a number of national ele- 
cted officials will be working with 
:the NRC this year — marking a 


Arab-Americans, of course, 
played an important part in the 
1984 Jesse Jackson presidential 
campaign. That campaign pre- 
sented Arab-Americans with an 
opportunity to organise and, for 
the first time to play a foie in nat- 
ional presidential electoral pol- 
itics. 

The Arab American response 
to the campaign was significant. In major step forward in its growth 
eighteen states Arab-Americans ' and maturity as a national political 


organised either fundraising eve- 
nts, rallies, and/or voter reg- 
istration efforts. Arab Americans 
ran for delegates to the state or 
National Democratic conventions 
in eight states — and presented 
testimony and planks for the state 
and national party platforms. 

The results were impressive: 

— An Arab-American platform 
plank opposing negative ste- 
reotyping was endorsed by the 
Democratic National Committee; 

— In seven states there were 
debates on Arab-American pla- 
tform submissions to the state 
conventions; 

— Platform planks on Pal- 
estinian statehood and aid to Isr- 
ael were presented and voted on 
by the National Party platform 
committee; 

— Eight Arab-Americans were 
present and active at the {Dem- 
ocratic National Convention as 
delegates or senior campaign staff 
— an Arab-American delivered a 


and 


national 
tion in 


organisation. 

This increased 
! Arab-American 

an expanded NRC, wnen seen 
alongside foe increased number of 
i Arab- Americans r unnin g for ele- 
ctive office and forming com- 
mittees to support other can- 
didates, and the new grass roots 
presence of the Arab-American’s 
m the major parties — all point to 
the fact that Arab-Americans 
have made real progress in the 
past few years. In electoral pol- 
itics, especially. Arab-Americans 
are clearly becoming an organised 
and visible political constituency 
in several areas in the U.S. 

Far from being the despised, 
threatened and defeated minority 
some have alleged them to be — 
Arab-Americans are showing 
they are more respected, more 
sophisticated and better organised 
than ever before — and 1 986 sho- 
uld prove to be a record year for 
Arab-American political inv- 
olvement. 


Rockefeller fund to give 
more aid to Third World 


New York Times 

NEW YORK — The Rockefeller 
Foundation, adopting an exp- 
anded global programme, wfll 
spend up to S300 million in foe 
next five years to promote eco- 
nomic and social development in 
the Third World. The sum is dou- 
Ianthropy provided for overseas 
aid in the past five years. 

Richard W. Lyman, the fou- 
ndation president, said last week 
that foe new strategy sought to 
ensure that benefits from recent 
research in agriculture, health and 
population control reached those 
m greatest need, “the poor and 
vulnerable.” He said the sub- 
Saharan countries wfll get par- 
ticular attention because their 
problems are the most intractable. , 
The increase puts the Roc-, 
kefdler foundation roughly on a 
level with foe overseas aid sup- 
plied by foe Ford foundation, 
which is spending $60 million 
annually for developing countries, 
and well ahead of the Carnegie 
Corp. and the Kellogg Fou-' 
ndatibn, which each spend about 


$10 million a year on foreignass- 
istance, according to foe Council 
on foundations. 

By comparison, federal ass- 
istance to foe Third World thr- 
ough the U.S. Agency for Int- 
ernational Development will total 
$600 million this year. 

Mr. Lyman said recent bio- 
technological progress could have 
an effect in foe poorer countries 
comparable with foe 1950s when 
the Rockefeller and Ford Fou- 
ndatioas promoted new high-yield 
grains that brought about a' , green 

revolution ” . - . . . 

foundation officials provided 
these examples of activities: 

The Rockefeller programme 
'will focus on ensuring that res- 
earch gams, such as recent adv- 
ances made in ‘vaccine research 
a gains t malar ia and other dis- 
eases, are made available to the 
people who need them. 

It will support availability to 
China and African countries of an 
improved contraceptive, Nor- 
plant, a hormone capsule imp- 
lanted under foe skm that pro- 
vides protection for five years. 


Soviet nuclear accident threatens 
Dutch coalition government 


By Brian Ca (heart 

Reuter 

THE HAGUE — The fine deposit 
of radioactive fallout from the 
Soviet reactor accident which des- 
cended on the Netherlands may 
have brought doom for the 
centre-right coalition of Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers. 

With a general election due this 
month, it was a disaster for a bel- 
eaguered government committed 
to an ambitious expansion of the 
'country’s small nuclear power 
programme in foe next decade. * 

As elsewhere in Europe, dairy 
herds were confined indoors and 
'.the public was warned off certain 
foods — vivid evidence for voters 
of foe potential dangers of nuclear 
energy. 

Polls soon showed that a slide in 
government support was acc- 
elerating as opposition to nuclear 
energy grew, and las Wednesday- 
J. night Lubbers reluctantly ann- 


ounced he was putting on ice plans 
to build up to four nuclear power 
stations. 

It was a bitter blow for the 
prime minister on his 47th bir- 
thday. He snapped at a reporter 
who asked about the election imp- 
lications that the lives of those inj- 
ured in the Chernobyl accident 
were more important. 

He already knew a leading pol- 
lster was saymg that his coalition 
would foil four seats short of a 
majority in foe May 21 elections. 

That would be a dramatic rev- 
erse for foe prime minister who 
two months ago looked on course 
for victory despite harsh economic 
policies, high unemployment and 
foe turmoil of a long debate over 
deployment of cruise missiles. 

It was Lubbers mastery that 
held a divided government tog- 
ether and persuaded parliament to 
’back deployment of the U.S. nnc- 
'lear missiles in 1988 despite a vig- 
orous public campaign of opp- 
osition, . 


In just six months foe issue has 
almost disappeared from Dutch 
political debate, although the 
opposition Labour Party remains 
committed to barring the missiles, 
i But while foe argument over 
Cruise faded the controversy 
about the unemployment rate, at 
15 per cent one of foe highest in 
the industrialised world, took cen- 
tre stage. 

Support for the government, 
and particularly foe jnnior Liberal 
partners, was edging downwards 
slowly in a dull campaign until the 
Chernobyl accident thrust foe nuc- 
lear energy question into foe 
headlines and pushed gov- 
eramentpopularity to its lowest 
jpoint in a year. 

The government's’ losses are 
- likely to mean extra seats for Lab- 
our, which opposes nuclear power 
and wants to see the two existing 
Dutch nuclear power stations do- 
sed down. 

A poll showed Lubbers’ Gir- 




in the 1 50-seat parliament and the 
right-wing Liberals taking 26, 
with Labour also foiling short of a 
majority with 57 seats. 

Like all its predecessors since 
1945 foe new government to fol- 
low the elections will be a coa- 
lition. 

If the current alliance is to sur- 
vive it will need new partners eit- 
her from small and unpredictable 
right-wing parties which take a 
'hard line oo moral issues such as 
'abortion, or from,. the. centre-left 
D*66, txped to win 10 seats. 

The D'66 option also has its, 
complications as the party has said 
it would prefer Labour as a part- 
ner and is opposed to nuclear 
power. i 

In such circumstances coalition 
.haggling in foe Netherlands can be 
lengthy — in J977 it lasted seven , 
months — and Lubbers, an ack- h 
howled ged master of the political 
skills, could yet emerge as the next 
prune msrister. 
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Handily over — Dr. Gerfc Bucerius, and ex-ChanceUor Helmut Schmidt 


Top marks for top people’s paper 


DIE®ZEIT 


_m<wimma gfani i 


' FEW radical new publications 
would include front page homage 
to The Times in a launch edition. 
Things were different 40 years 
ago. Even so, in February, iy46. 
Die Zeifs first issue tribute to The 
Times must have looked sus- 
piciously like a sop to the British 
military authorities in charge of 
publishing licences. 

However, any hint of syc- 
ophancy vanished once Die Zeit 
had printed the hope that it would 
prove “worthy of its namesake in 
England." The paper took a fie- 
rcely independent line under its 
founder and publisher, the former 
anti-Nazi lawyer and judge Dr. 
Gerd Bucerius. It did not hesitate 
to attack the occupying powers — 
a risky move, since the British 
were apt to withhold paper sup- 
plies from troublesome critics. 

In 40 years Bucerius, who is 80 
on May 19, has brought Die Zeit 
from an eight-page weekly with a 
circulation of 75,000 to a paper 
more than ten times the size, pi us a 
colour magazine, selling over 
430,000. 

Now for the first time since its 
foundation. Die Zeit is facing the 
problem of succession. Bucerius 
has officially handed over the post 
of publisher to two people: Hel- 


mut Schmidt (67), the former 
West German chancellor, and 
Hilde von Lang (60), who trained 
as a journalist and then became an 
advertising executive with Die 
Zeit. 

Installing a politician previously 
identified with one party (the 
SDP) hardly seems to guarantee 
the paper's continued ind- 
ependent line, though Bucerius 
insists that Schmidt will not bring 
any party political influence to 
bear. 

Financial independence, too, 
seems threatened, though in pub- 
lic at least Bucerius is dismissive 
about this. 

Some German media watchers 
foresee that when Bucerius goes 
Die Zeit could be swamped by the 
influence of the giant Bertelsmann 
group. 

There is already a connection. 
Early in his publishing career, 
Bucerius owned Stem magazine. 
He sold out and as a result owns 
10.7 per cent of Bertelsmann. On 
his death, that stake passes to the 
Zeit foundation, along with own- 
ership of tiie paper. 

The new co-publishers have 
quite an act to follow, particularly 
in the sheer art of survival. In 
1946, when Die Zeit first app- 
eared, Germany was not far above 
starvation level. After 12 years of 
Nazi censorship, news was eagerly 
snapped up. 

Then paradoxically, the cur- 
rency reform of 1948 boosted 
industry but nearly killed Die 


Zeit. In Hamburg alone, four pap- 
ers folded that year. 

Die Zeit struggled on, sub- 
sidised after 1949 by profits from 
Bucerius 1 half share in Stern. Buc- 
erius reckons that one way and 
another he must have ploughed a 
total of DM 50 million into Die 
Zeit. 

At the beginning there were few 
professional journalists on Die 
Zeit. Marion Countess Doeoboff, 
who eventually became editor, 
had run an estate in East Prussia, 
and other writers had been arc- 
hitects or businessmen. They 
wrote primarily for them- 
selves and one section of the paper 
was quite likely to contradict 
views expressed in another. 

In some ways, thing s have not 
changed: readership surveys are 
still banned from the editorial 
floor, and there is no real attempt 
to co-ordinate the different sec- 
tions. However, the paper has 
often bought in jour nalistic talent. 
The early sixties say a heavy inv- 
estment in writers, which paid off 
in a near doubling of circulation 
from 120,600 to 210,360 app- 
roximately between 1961 and 
1965. 

Die Zeit campaigned for better 
relations with East Germany from 
the mid fifties, when the idea was 
distinctly unfashionable. It also 
went against convention in bac- 
king student protest, and picked 
up more readers than it alienated. 

However, circulation began to 


Oman aims to juggle needs of 
environment and development 


By Stephen Fidler 

Heufei 

MUSCAT — The Toyota truck 
has made the came! redundant in 
southern Oman, but Jabali tri- 
besmen of the mountains near 
Suialah are holding on to their 
beasts, unwilling to sell at low pri- 
ces and proud of the prestige con- 
ferred by camel ownership. 

Officials do not know how ma oy 
camels there are in the area, but 
they are breeding fast and starting 
to destroy the cattle-grazing lands 
which are the basis of the Jabalis' 
livelihood in the Dhofar area. 

The problem is one of the cha- 
llenges conservationists in Oman 
are facing in trying to balance the 
needs of economic development 
with preservation of the env- 
iron meat . Dhofar area is unique in 
Arabia because of the monsoon 
sweeping in from the Indian' 
Ocean four months a year. 

Oman, an arid land the size of 
Italy with a population of over one 


million, started to' emerge as a 
modem state only when Sultan 
Uaboos Bin Said took over from 
his father in 1970. 

Sultan Qaboos, who takes a 
personal interest in conservation, 
is expected to consider later this 
year a proposal to create a nat- 
ional-parks system which could- 
eventually cover almost 40 per 
cent of Oman’s 300.000 sq. km. 

“We can’t do it all at once. We 
expect it to be a gradual process. 
We haven’ t got the money for one 
thing,” said Ralph Daly, the gov- 
ern meat's environmental con- 
servation adviser, a Briton here 
since 1974. 

How Oman develops, the sultan 
once said, will determine whether 
generations to come “will live, as 
now, among green trees and grass 
or in an ever-widening desert." 

The parks proposal calls for the 
creation of national nature res- 
erves. scenic reserves and res- 
ource reserves, ranging from tho- 
usands of square kilometres to 
tiny areas with special natural fea- 


tures. ' 

Oman already has a number of 
reserves and can claim some suc- 
cesses in protecting rare species. 
Hunting of the Arabian tahr, a 
wild relative of the goat found 
only in the Omani highlands, was 
banned in 1975 and a reserve est- 
ablished. 

The . tahr is a species cut off 
when the Arabian peninsula sep- 
arated from Asia perhaps 20,000 
years ago, whose only surviving 
relatives live in the Himalayas. 

A ban on motorised hunting fai- 
led to prevent a group from Saudi 
Arabia in four-wheel drive veh- 
icles with automatic rifles from 
wiping out in 1972 the last wild 
herd of the Arabian oryx. 

Now the oryx, antelopes able to 
detect rainwater at huge distances, 
roam again in Oman, rei- 
ntroduced from a captive herd in 
the United States. 

. Guarded by the nomadic Har- 
asis tribesmen. 33 oryx, two small 
herds, are now in the wild. Qff- 
icials, conscious that some 200 to 


300 should be roaming the area 
before its future is truly assured, 
expect to release another herd 
soon. 

A breeding centre also aims to 
protect other endangered animals,- 
such as the Arabian leopard, the 
Arabian wolf,, the striped hyena 
and caracal lynx. 

Other protected creatures inc- 
lude the hubara bustard, a desert 
bird prized in parts of Arabia as a 
quarry for falconers and con- 
sequently almost extinct. Falconry 
is banned in Oman. 

A government-sponsored study 
suggests that the ghaf. a tree of the 
pea family known in Latin as pro- 
svpi\ tint re riti, may help to secure 
soil and contain desertification. 

Scientists who studies the ghaf 
in the Wahiba sands of Muscat bel- 
ieve it survives in arid climates 
because of its ability to take in 
moisture through its leaves. 

There is even evidence that it 
may channel that moisture down 
to the roots and out into the soil, 
enabling it to dissolve minerals. 


Boost for Third World investment 


One of the last acts of Tom Clausen, retiring president of the World 
/Sank, will be a " gift " to the Third World: a 5 / billion insurance 
ttgeniy designed to encourage investment in poor countries. This could 
be a sensible alternative to punishingly expensive bank borrowing, 
suv\ Christian Tyler. 


LONDON — A bUlion -dollar 
insurance agency designed to enc- 
ourage companies to invest in the 
poorer countries of the world is 
being hatched under the wing of 
the World Bank in Washington. 

The idea had been gestating for 
20 years when Mr. A W ("Tom") 
Clausen, president of the bank, 
pushed ii forward in the autumn of 
1981. Barring accidents, the age- 
ncy will start work before the end 
of ibis year — a testimonial to the 

president who retires at the end of 
June. 

But the birth of the Multilateral 
Investment Guarantee Agency 
(Miga) will not be just a sen- 
timental event. It will be seen by 
many as a sign that foreign inv- 
estment is losing its imperialist 
connotations and becoming acc- 
epted by developing countries as a 
sensible alternative to punishingly 
expensive bank borrowing: 

Foreign private investment in 
the developing world has been fal- 
ling alarmingly: between 1981 
and* 1983, for example, new inv- 
estment dropped from $17 billion 
U> $8 billion and to $9.3 bfiHoo in 
iy84. 

- The agency will not only insure 
foreign investment in the form of 
capital and technology for eco- 
nomic development. 


It will also promote investment 
and offer advice : the implied int- 
ention is to show countries with 
restrictive regimes that it is pos- 
sible to attract, to keep, and to 
benefit from, the foreigner. Many 
Third World governments are still 
afraid that their local enterprises 
would be trampled underfoot. 

In order to start in business, 
Miga needs five rich countries and 
15 developing countries to sign 
up, with a combined subscription 
of 333 million Special Drawing 
Rights ($367 m3 lion) or a third of 
the total share capital. 

By the third week in April, Miga 
had four rich countries on board 
— Canada, Britain, Italy and the 
Netherlands — and 17 others, 
ranging from Saudi Arabia to 
Grenada. 

Officials in Washington say they 
are particularly heartened by the 
signatures of Chile, Uruguay and 
Ecuador, since the Latin Ame- 
ricans have been especially wary 
of foreign investment. 

Although the addition of two or 
more big European countries 
would be enough id trigger the 
launch of Miga. everyone seems to 
be waiting for the U.S. 

Authorising legislation is before 
the US. Congress, but has bec- 
ome entangled in a wider trade bill 


and is being “used as a football ," 
according to a World Bank spo- 
kesman. The U.S. president could, 
sign without congressional app- 
roval, but would prefer to have it. 

The agency would insure inv- 
estors against political, not oom- 
' merciaL risks. Political risk inc- 
ludes war and civil disturbance — 
but not acts of terrorism unless the 
board agrees otherwise in certain 
cases — expropriation, cun-ency 
transfer delays caused by the host 
government, and contract rep- 
udiation by the host where there is 
no reasonable recourse. 

Most, but not all, of the inv- 
estors’ loss would be covered — 
the ratio has yet to be decided. 
The kind of investment eligible 
has also to be defined, but would 
probably include equity loans as 
well as equity, ana machinery, 
services and tcdmology as well as 
money capital. 

New kinds of investment such as 
franchising, licensing, leasing and 
production-sharing could also be 
included, but not agencies or dis- 
tributorships set up mamly to cha- 
nnel exports to the host country. 

Miga is supposed to be self- 
financing, meeting daims out of 
the premiums it will charge the 
investors. It will be allowed to 
issue guarantiees worth up to one 
and a half times its subscribed cap- 
ital to begin wife, but up to five 
times eventually. 

There would be two kinds of 
insurance cover: that provided by 
the agency on its own account, and 
guarantees issued by Miga, but 


"sponsored” by member cou- 
ntries. 

Sponsorship would allow mem- 
ber countries in effect to insure 
their own companies’ overseas 
investment if they chose — for 
example, if they have no national 
scheme of their own — and to ins- 
ure investments that were not so 
strictly developmental as Miga’s 
own portfolio. 

The agency is supposed to 
complement, not compete with, 
the national insurance schemes to 
be found in most developed cou- 
ntries. 

That would suggest the sch- 
eme's main users will be com- 
panies in one developing country 
who want to invest m another — 
which is not really the point of 
Miga at alL 

National schemes, however, 
may be inadequate. For instance, 
a U.K. scheme run by the Export 
Credits Guarantiee Department 
(ECGD) has insured only 10-15 
per cent on average of new British 
overseas investment since it was 
set up in 1972. 

At the end of the last financial 
year, the UX scheme had an est- 
imated 150 agreements, com- 
pared with 159 the year before, 
and a maximum liability of some 
£160 milfion ($248 million). Its 
law market share may be due as 
much to investors' ignorance as 
anything else. 

“There are limits to what nat- 
ional schemes can take on in terms 
of size of mvestmeator risky mar- 
kets,” an ECGD official. 


Super cells: New dawn for solar energy 


stagnate and in 1970 Bucerius 
took a decision he later said tur- 
ned him into Hoffmann La 
Roche's best customer — for val- 
ium and librium. This was the lau- 
nch of a colour magazine, against 
opposition from the entire edi- 
torial and advertising staff of the 
paper. 

The launch cost DM 12 million 
(then £1 J7m) and the magazine 
lost close to DM 15m (£2.05m) in 
its first four years. This compared 
wife fee £800,000 spent by fee 
Sunday Times to get its magazine 
in the black. However, as Bucerius 
had predicted, the magazine did 
get circulation moving up again 
from the 260.000 level. 

By 1972, it was up to 300,000. 1 
reaching 400,000 in 1983. Die I 
Zeit at last got into fee black in j 
1975, and has made a steady £1 2 j 
to £1 .8m a year ever since, paying 
a total of £2 .29m in profit share to 
employees over the ten years. 

“Only those who risk their own 
fortunes can survive such crises,’ 
was Bucerius’ verdict. As pub- 
lisher he did not always agree wife 
the editorial content of fee paper, 
and told the writers so. 

It looks as though Helmut 
Schmidt may be even tougher in 
publisher/editorial disputes. 
When Die Zeit apparently dec- 
lined fee opportunity of pub- 
lishing extracts from his latest 
book recently, he sold the rights 
instead to Die Welt — a com- 
petitor — The Guardian. 


By Walter Sullivan 

New York Times 

A BREAKTHROUGH in the 
design of photovoltaic cells — dev- 
ices that convert sunlight directly 
to electricity — is reawakening 
interest in solar eaergy. 

Some of fee most promising 
advances in solar technology have 
occurred so recently that energy 
specialists say there has not yet 
been time to evaluate their long- 
term reliability or to develop their 
full potential. Nevertheless, these 
specia lists say , sunlight is expecte d 
to emerge as a significant source of 
energy in the United States when 
oil and gas prices inevitably rise 
again. 

The most recent development, 
announced by researchers at Sta- 
nford University, is a novel solar 
cell feat has reached 27.5 percent 
efficiency in converting sunlight to- 
electricity. With modifications, 
the cells efficiency is expected to 
reach 30 per cent. Until now, the 
best silicon-based solar cells were 
21 per cent efficient. 

Other advances have come in 
designs that use computer- guided 
sun tracking mirrors or dishes to 
focus-sunlijpit on “power towers” 
or containers of liquid or gas, 
which produce steam that in turn 
drives engines or turbines. 

These advances could also red- 
uce fee cost of generating solar 
energy so much that it would rival 
conventional fuels by the end of 
the century, according to an as- 
sessment by fee Electric Power 
Research Institute, an org- 
anisation sponsored by more than 
450 U.S. utility companies. 

Although many utility com- 
panies are experimenting wife 
large-scale solar power plants, it is 
the photo voltaic cel Is feat are exc- 
iting fee most interest. The cell 


developed at Stanford uses a par- 
abolic mirror to concentrate sun- 
light to 500 times its normal int- 
ensity. After entering the cell, this 
concentrated light is reflected 
back and forth between thin layers 
of silicon, dislodging electrons to 
form an electric current. 

The device is known as a 
“point-contact'' cell because the 
electric current is collected at 
small metallic contact points on 
the back . The use of fee tiny points 
as collectors, instead of the full 
surface as in previous designs, all- 
ows most of fee surface area of fee 
back layer to serve as a reflector. 
Photons reflected off the back, in 
turn, are trapped by the texturised 
surface of the top layer, further 
increasing the celFs electrical eff- 
iciency. 

While the point-contact cell is 
considered a breakthrough, the 
energy industry also has bright 
hopes for other cell designs that 
use multiple layers of sem- 
iconductors and respond to dif- 
ferent parts of fee solar spectrum. 
A special appeal of these mul- 
tilayer cells is their ability to pro- 
duce electricity from diffuse sun- 
light, making them applicable in 
regions where hazy or cloudy days 
are common. 

A barrier to multilayer cells has 
been fee use in commercial cells of 
relatively thick wafers' of silicon 
crystals, which are expensive to 
produce and difficult to align, and 
require stronger support and sun- 
tracking structures. Scientists 
have discovered, however, feat 
extremely thm and light sem- 
iconductor layers can be produced 
bysprayingsflicongasontoa sup- 
porting layer of steel or glass. 

In addition to this amorphous 
silicon, a variety of other sub- 
stances are being tested for multi- 
layered cells, including amo- 
rphous silicon-germanium, cop- 
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per indium diselenide and cad- 
mium teiluride. 

Beyond the research in pho- 
tovoltaic cells, utility companies 
are investing hundreds of millions 
of dollars in construction of vast 
solar power plants feat use. sun- 
tracking panels, dishes or mirrors 
to produce electricity indirectly, 
through heat. 

One such solar dish design, built 
by McDonnell Douglas Corp.. is 
being tested at fee experimental 
site of Southern California Edison 
Co. at Daggett, 70 miles northeast 
of Los Angeles in the Mojave 
Desert. 

Its mirrors are assembled to 
form a dish 11 metres wide that, 
guided by computers, follows fee 
path of fee sun across fee sky and 
focuses sunlight on a tank of hyd- 
rogen. As the hydrogen expands it 
drives a four-piston engine., gen- 
erating 25 kilowatts of electricity, 
enough to supply fee power needs 
of about 15 houses. A field of 

2.000 such dishes would produce 
50 megawatts, enough to supply 

30.000 homes. 


Nearby in Daggett is the 30- 
megawatt SEGS-2 plant (for Solar 
Energy Generating System). Built 
in nine months at a cost of S95 
million, it is described by Its des- 
igners as the world’s largest gen- 
erating plant powered primarily 
by sunlight. Its 85.000 mirrors, 
covering an area of 135 acres, are 
aligned to form east-west troughs 
that focus sunlight onto oil-filled 
tubing. Computers adjust the tilt 
of the troughs during fee day to 
match the changing elevation of 
the sun. 

.As the oil passes through the 
tubing it is heated to 590 degrees 
Fahrenheit (310 degrees cen- 
tigrade). This heat is transferred 
to water, producing steam that is 
then superheated to 780 degrees 
by gas. which in turn drives a tur- 
bine generator. 

SEGS-2 was built by Blount 
International using technology of 
Luz International wife financing 
by a number of banks and other 
private investors. Ownership is 
shared by a subsidiary of CP Nat- 
ional Corp. 


Darwin fitness theory: triumph of the average; 
Stress: evolution’s selective instrument 


By Dr. Annettes Furtmayr-Schuh 


IT is not the biggest, the strongest, 
the handsomest mal e who appeals 
best erf all to the female. The win- 
ner in the revals' contest for the 
female is more likely to be the 
improbable one, ije. fee “gray 
mouse” who does not stand out 
from the rest. According to Cha- 
rles Darwin’s theory, the fittest is 
the (me who is nearest to average. 

At any rate, this is what Pro- 
fessor Klaus Gartner. Hanover 
Medical Co 1 lege , discovered when 
observing genetically identical 
male rats. Although they were of 
the same age, some became fee 
parents of fee next generation 
much more frequently than oth- 
ers. Darwin’s theory of the “sur- 
vival of fee finest" daims that 
only the best-suited are likely to 
procreate. 

But what distinguishes the “fit- 
test' ' from fee others in a group of 
genetically identical animals? 
Hereditary factors and env- 
ironmental influences alone can- 
not determine the particular cha- 
racteristics of a living creature and 
the large number of organisms. 
The opposite is true: the cyt- 
oplasm erf the ovum contributes 


considerably (42 per cent) to the 
individuality of the or ganisms . 
Genetically* identical laboratory 
animals are not the same — even if 
they grow up in fee same striedy 
controlled environmental con- 
ditions. On fee contrary, a large 
number of (measurable) cha- 
racteristics — such as size, weight 
or detoxication power of fee liver, 
fluctuate around the. mean, thus 
indicating variance. Further sta- 
ndardisation of environmental 
conditions does not reduce fee 
fluctuations. They can only be 
restricted to a species-specific 
level. 

Correlations of this nature were 
also discovered by Gartner in 25 
other (measurable) features: the 
“fittest’ in fee Darwin sense, i.e. 
the most suocesful in the fight for 
and wooing of the female, were 
the average types whose particular 
characteristics were in no way out- 
standing. The latter, whose young 
signal their success, frequently 
have a considerably lower plasma 
oorticoid level,- Le. fewer hor- 
mones from their adrenal cortex 
in their blood, than fee “fringe” 
animals (whose characteristics are 


either insignificant or very pro- 
minent). In the case of successful 
fathers fee suiprarenal body is 
usually about one tenth lighter 
than that of the “bachelors” and 
those whose procreative efforts 
were less successful. 

Apparently, the animals which 
experience fee least stress have 
the best progenitive qualities. 
Since male rats in a group do not 
immediately engage in a rival's 
struggle to prove their superiority 
every time friction occurs through 
living in such close proximity, 
Gartner assumes they tend to 
conpare their own mental and 
physical state wife that of fee 
other members at each encounter. 
The more one of fee males differs 
from the others, fee more est- 
ranged he feels towards them; this 
results m each daily encounter 
becoming an even greater strain. 
In other words, over a longer per- 
iod of time , the animals which dev- 
iate more markedly from fee ave- 
rage — particularly downwards — 
suffer more from stress. They do 
not come to terms wife group life 
as well as fee others; they exp- 
erience any form of social alt- 
ercation as fearfully as they would 
a rival* s fight for a female. And, in 


fact, the hormone level of these 
animals resembles that of those 
creatures suffering from a chronic 
state of stress. These animals are, 
therefore, more susceptible to 
stress-conditioned ailments. 

This individual susceptibility 
suggests fee existence or a sel- 
ective mechanism (selective in the 
genetic sense) which functions 
psychosociologically within a 
group; only a few males are ‘cho- 
sen’ to tether the next generation. 
Thus susceptibility to illness is a 
biological necessity for the pre- 
servation of the species. 

“Accordingly," Gartner sug- 
gests. “this may well permit fee 
conclusion to be drawn feat illness 
and susceptibility to disorders are 
notsoiely fee resultof preventable 
confrontation with toxic, inf- 
ectious, and other environmental 
influences. On fee contrary, ill- 
ness and susceptibility could also 
be indications of a physiological 
selective strategy within a healthy 
population and, as such, the price 
that the in dividual has to pay for 
the ultimate success of this pro- 
cess" — The German Research 
Service. 


U.S. building powerful atomic fusion reactor 


By Jim Fuller 

WASHINGTON — U.S. sci- 
entists are pushing ahead wife the 
development of atomic fusion 
power to provide a potentially 
inexhaustible source of energy 
derived from the same type of nuc- 
lear reaction that causes the sun 
and other stars to shine. 

Representatives of fee National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS), spe- 
aking at a recent fusion energy 
symposium, said a major goal was 
fee conpletion of fee Particle 
Beam Fusion Accelerator II at 
Sandia National Laboratory in 
New Mexico — the most powerful 
fusion reactor ever built. 

A major step in the decades- 
long quest to produce electricity 
from atomic fusion occurred last 
December, when the Sandia acc- 
elerator was successfully fired for 
fee first time. Although the device 
did not contain nuclear fuel, the 
test proved that fee newly des- 
igned machine would work as int- 
ended. Less than two years of fur- 
ther testing will be needed before 
scientists put nuclear fuel into the 
machine and try to ignite the first 
controlled fusion reaction in- a 
laboratory. 

Fusion has long been hailed tty 
its proponents as a potentially 
ideal source of eaergy, using abu- 
ndant forms of hydrogen found in 
water as a fuel and creating almost 
no radioactive wastes. Scientists 
say fusion power, if it works, could 
provide the world with a primary 
energy source for millions of 
years. 

At the recent Geneva political 
summit, President Reagan and 
Soviet leader Gorbachev injected 
new life into the fusion effort by 
; advocating "the widest possible 
development of international 
•cooperation in obtaining this sou- 
rce of energy, which is essentially 
‘inexhaustible, for the benefit of all 
mankind.*' 


The leaders erf fusion efforts in 
Europe, Japan, the Soviet Union 
and the United States agreed last 
January to a common dev- 
elopment strategy that includes a 
proposed international fusion eng- 
ineering test reactor to be built 
during the 1990s. The agreement 
represents a radical change from 
previous plans calling for each 
group to build its own test device. 

The recently tested Sandia acc- 
elerator, using a process called 
inertial confinement, represents 
one of two main experimental 
approaches to achieving con- 
trolled fusion in the United States. 
A rival method under dev- 
elopment at Princeton University 
uses a device called a tokamak, an 
acronym for the Russian words 
meaning “current in a doughnut- 
shaped magnetic confinement 
chamber.” 

Work on Sandia’ s inertial con- 
finement method has moved fas- 
ter, overtaking the older magnetic 
approach. Although impressive 
progress has been achieved wife 
tokamaks. scientists expect these 
ma c hin es to lead to large and exp- 
ensive power-producing reactors. 

The U.S. Congress has app- 
ropriated S382 million for mag- 
netic fusion research and 5155 
miffiou for inertial fusion in fee 
fiscal year that ends Sept. 30, 
1986. 

Fusion differs greatly from fis- 
sion, the energy-releasing process 
currently used to power com- 
mercial nuclear reactors, hi fis- 
sion, energy is released when the 
atoms of heavy elements, such as 
uranium or plutonium, are split. 
But fusion reactors would join 
light atoms to produce energy by 
delivering huge pulses of power to 

What males fusion attractive is 
that its bask fuel is a form of hyd- 
rogen found in almost endless 
supply in ocean water, making it 
both abundant and inexpensive. 


Ronald Davidson, director of 
the Plasma Fusion Centre at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tec- 
hnology, said the goal of the nat- 
ion’s inertial confinement fusion 
programme is to produce a small 
thermonuclear explosion in fee 
laboratory. He told a symposium 
sponsored by Fusion Power Ass- 
ociates, a non-profit corporation, 
that confidence is now exc- 
eedingly high that a pellet con- 
taining thermonnclear fuel can be 
ignited using lasers or particle 
beams. 

Presenting a NAS report on the 
Department of Energy’s inertial 
confinement fusion programme. 
Davidson said that major con- 
struction of the new Sandia acc- 
elerator is complete and that ini- 
tial testing of the electrical system 
is under way. 

Hie accelerator "has proven 
successful in delivering power to a 
dummy mode and is fee only 
laboratory-scale facility with the 
potential for delivering a meg- 
ajoule (large unit erf energy) wit- 
hin the next few years,” he said. 
“The technical challenges ahead 
relate to focusing an ion beam cm 
target, and this will clearly require 
a considerable amount of add- 
itional work.” 


some of their atomic particles into 
energy. A similar reaction occurs 
in an bydrogen bomb. 

Eventually, the Sandia reactor 
would be expected to achieve 
■ ’break-even," the point where a 
machine generates the same ene- 
rgy needed to light its fusion fuel. 
But fusion research challenges 
man’s technical and scientific 
skills. The fusion reactor would 
have to heat its fuel to tem- 
peratures higher than those found 
in fee centre of a star. Achieving 
such extreme temperatures pre- 
sents enormous materials and 
physics obstacles. 

Davidson said achieving a the- 
rmonuclear bum at Sandia would 
have an immediate impact in the 
area of weapons technology. 

“A micro-explosion in the lab- 
oratory wife a yield of 1 ,000 meg- 
ajouies (equivalent to one-quarter 
ton of high explosives) could rep- 
lace certain expensive and cum- 
bersome underground tests,” he 
said .'‘Inertial confinement fusion 
could be especially important in 
the event of a Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty.” 


Davidson said that in the long 
term fusion may lead to another 
source of commercial power. As 
The Sandia machine is a 32- with irnost electrial [power plants, 
metre -diameter wheel in which 36 ° eat P n!X * uce ^ oy fusion ene- 


spoke-Hke particle accelerators 
deliver simultaneous pulses that, 
converge on the wheel's hub. The 
pulses consist of brief bursts of 
electrically charged lithium atoms 
that slam against a fuel-pellet tar- 
get at the hub. 

The pulse would compress the 
pellet to a density perhaps a tho- 
usand times greater than normal, 
raising the temperature to about 
100 million degrees Celsius. The 
result would be a miniature the- 
rmonuclear explosion in which the 
hydrogen atoms fuse and convert 


rgy would drive steam through 
turbines connected to generators. 

In addition, Davidson said, ine- 
rtial con fi ne me nt fusion research 
has already led to the dev- 
elopment of extremely high , 
eneiw lasers and particle beams; 
ultralight glass and organic foams; 
and new machinery and welding 
methods for very small, fragile 
targets. The programme has also 
stimulated creation of a com- 
pletely new commercial man- 
ufacturing capability for large opt- 
ical components, r 



Alain Prost wins second 
straight Grand Prix race 


MONTE CARLO, Monaco (AP) — World cha- 
mpion Alain Prost of France dominated Sunday’s 
44th Monaco Grand Prix to take his third straight 
victory on the prestigious city track and the lea- 
dership of his 1986 championship defence. 


His Furnish teammate Keke 
Rosberg finished second, 25 sec- 
onds behind, fora new triumph for 
their MeLaren-Tag-Porscbe 
team. 

Prost, starting from pole pos- 
ition, led the race for all but seven 
laps after a tire change, which put 
BrazO’s Ayrton Senna briefly in 
the lead in his Lotus- Renault. 

But Rosberg. who was the first 
of the leaders to take on fresh 
tires, went through into second 
when Senna pitted in turn, and the ' 
two Me La reus were then unc- 
atchable. 

Prost set repeated new lap rec- 


ords for the modified circuit aro- 
und the streets of the Riviera pri- 
ncipality in ensuring a com- 
fortable lead over Rosberg. 

Senna finished third 28 seconds 
behind Rosberg, with Britain's 
Nigel Mansell (Williams-Honda) 
fourth and the two Ligier- 
Renaults of French drivers Rene 
Amoux and Jacques Laffite fifth 
and sixth, a lap behind the leaders. 

Only 12 of the 20 starters fin- 
ished the tough race. 

France’s Patrick Tam bay esc- 
aped unhurt from a spectacular 
accklenr when his Lola-Ford som- 
ersault over Briton Martin Bru- 


ndle’s Tyrrell-Renault. the Lola 
rebounding back onto the track 
after landing upside down on the 
guard rails. 

Prost said after the race that tak- 
ing nine championship points and 
leading the title standings was 
more important to him than three 
straight victories at this track. 

"Before we came here I thought 
Ayrton in the Lotus was in a better 
position to win." he admitted. 

The result, he said, means “The 
championship is more open and I 
think we are in good shape, Keke 
and I. to win it again this year.” 

Prost did not doubt he could 
take the race lead again Sunday 
after his planned tire stop- ' 



Mancini: dreaming smaller dreafns 


By John Pine 

Reuter 


LOS ANGELES — Ray Mancini 
retired last year at the age of 24, 
hav ing achieved his childhood 
dream of fame and fortune — then 
gradually grew depressed. 

Mancini, better known as 
"Boom Bo6m ,” held the World 
Boxing Association (WBA) lig- 
htweight title for two years and 
had everything he ever wanted 


•Td never thought of it th3t 
way, and it’s true. Nothing wi 11 
ever give me that same feeling. It's 
sad in a way, but $om« people 
never reach it.” 

Mancini said his depression had 
nothing to do with the fatal blows 
he delivered to South Korean Duk 
Koo Kim in a 1982 title fight. “I 
got over that a long time ago* he 
said. Kim was declared legally 
dead four days after the bout. 
Mandni’s acting career is pro- 


but, for the first time in his sto- grossing welt but as a hedge he is 
rybook life, found himself ove- signing up clients to his new man- 


Ai Wibdat 


JFA levies JD 5,000 fine, 
two year ban on Al Wihdat 


When he caught Senna, “I 
didn't want to take a risk passing" 
and Prost did not force through his 
two attempts to pass, taking the 
lead only when Senna pitted. 


Noah stops Lendl, will face Vilas 


NEW YORK (R) — Yannick 
Noah scored a straight-set upset 
victory Saturday against world 
number one and top seed Ivan 
Lendl to reach the finals of the 
S615.000 Tournament of Cha- 
mpions. 

Noah's 6-3, 7-5 victory over 
Lendl put him into the finals aga- 
inst unseeded Argentine veteran 
Guillermo Vilas, a surprisingly 
easy 6-3, 6-3 winner over his 
ninth-seeded compatriot Martin 
Jaite. 

The fourth-seeded Noah, han- 
ding Lendl only his second tou- 
rnament defeat in 32 matches this 


year, put constant pressure ou the 
Czechoslovak by charging to the 
net behind an arsenal of spin app- 
roach shots. 

Lendl had a difficult time trying 
to pass Noah as the athletic Fre- 
nchman proved too quick with his 
volley and often soared high in the 
air to knock off Lendl lob att- 
empts. 

The usually steady Lendl made 
24 unforced errors against just 12 
for Noah, who also sparkled at the 
service line. 

"I couldn't do anything to bot- 
her him. Everything I tried was 
wrong," said LendL 26. 


WANTED 


Live-in housekeeper to cook and manage a 
house. Experience not less than 5 years. 


For information please call: 661450-665948 


Noah. 25, rated the per- 
formance as one of his best. 

"This is one of the better mat- 
ches I've ever played.’' said Noah, 
ranked seventh in the world. 

"I always look forward to pla- 
ying him. My type of game, with a 
lot of topspin and short shots, is 
one he doesn' t like. It's my natural 
game. Others try to play It, but it’s 
not natural to them,” Noah said-. 

In the first set, Noah jumped to 
a 3-1 lead but Lendl came back to 
3-ail on a double fault by the Fre- 
nchman. Noah broke right back in 
the seventh game at 30. held serve 
at love in the eighth and broke i 
Lendl again in the ninth at 15 with 
a backhand passing shot down the 
line. 

Lendl showed his frustration in 
the first set, slamming down his 
racket and later smashing the ball 
into the net. 

In the second set, Noah was uns- 
toppable on serve, winning four 
games at love and losing just two 
points overalL 

Lendl was forced to deuce in the 
second and fourth games and sur- 
vived four matchpoints in the 10th 
to draw even at 5-5. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Al Wihdat 
football club has been suspended 
from participating in soccer events 
to be held in Jordan during 1986 
and 1987 and wfli be required to 
pay a fine of J D 5,000 to the Jor- 
danian Football Association 
(JFA), according to a ruling by the 
JFA last week. 

The decision was taken in the 
wake of disturbances that took 
place at Amman International 
Stadium during a football match 
last month in which Al Wihdat 


club players and fans were rep- 
orted to have been responsible for 


the hooliganism and the violence 
that left at least one person dead_ 
and 15 others injured. 

According to a report in the 


local press, the JFA held con- 
sultations with the Minister of Int- 
erior, the Prime Minister, the Min- 
ister of Youth and the Public Sec- 
urity Director before deciding on 
disciplinary action. The report 
said that the JFA board met last 
Thursday under the chairmanship 
of Saltan Udwan and ratified tire 
decision, which takes effect imm- 
ediately. 

The JFA ruling noted that the 
board reached the decision after 
carefully studying the situation 
and considering both the materia] 
and human damages resulting 
from the violence and the negative 
impression those disturbances 
have had on the sports movement 
in the country. 


Pele offers services to Brazil 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) 
— Pele, the retired "King" of Bra- 
zilian soccer. Saturday offered to 
join the World Cup team two days 
after all-star defenceman Leandro 
quit the squad as it was to embark 
on a trip to Mexico. 

"How can I help the team? By 
preparing to play." the 46- 
year-old former all-star who led 
Brazil to World Cup cha- 
mpionships in 195S, 1962 and 
1970, told TV Globo, the cou- 
ntry’s largest network. "I don't 
want to be a savior but if I could I 
would." 

. He added if coach Tele Santana 
wanted him to play for 45 minutes, 
or half a game, "I would have to 


train but within the 20-25 days left 
(before the World Cup) I would 
be ready to play." 

Brazil faces Spain on June 1. 

Shortly after the interview with 
Pele. TV Globo reported that Jos- 
imar, a little-known player from 
Rio's Botafogo team, bad been 
chosen to take Leandro's place as 
right lateral defenceman. 

Leandro said Fridy that he had 
quit the team because he was phy- 


rcome by a "deep funk." 

"It was in a bad state of dep- 
ression and I couldn’t understand 
it. I gave motivational speeches 
around the country, to cor- 
porations and colleges, but I cou- 
ldn’t motivate myself, I couldn't 
get out of it," Mancini told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

But after counselling from a 
parish priest in his hometown of 
Youngstown, Ohio, last autumn. 
Mancini bounced back. He ret- 
urned to Hollywood and threw 
himself into his twin careers as an 
actor and manager for sports and 
entertainment figures. 

He moved to Los Angeles last 
June, a month after the release of 
a television movie about his life 
and close relationship with his fat- 
her, Lenny, a number one con- 
tender also nicknamed "Boom 
Boom” who lost his title shot bec- 
ause of a war injury. 

Mancini could have played him- 
self in the film, but had to turn 
down the role to fulfil a June 1984 
ring commitment with Liv- 
ingstone Bramble which cost him 
his tide. 

The expected flood of offers for 
commercial endorsements never 
materialised. Mancini. suffering 
“a major case of the blues," ret- 
urned home last November and 
sought the guidance of a priest 
who diagnosed his condition as 
"social shock." 

After so many years of a 
strictly-regimented lifestyle, the 
priest told Him , Mancini had been 
thrown into a world where he had. 


sically unable to play the dem- nothing but time on bis hands. "It 


anding position of lateral def- 
enceman due to knee problems. 

Pele, in the interview, said that 
he bad decided not to play in the 
1974 World Cup "but ahead of 
time, not like Leandro.’’ 


hit me tike a brick,” Mancini said. 
"The priest told me: ‘Ray, you- 
accomplished your dream at a 
very young age. Everything else 
from here on will be an anti- 
climax.’ ” 


A NEW SERVICE 
STORAGE FACILITY 


FIRST-CLASS FLAT 
FOR RENT 


FOR THE BEST IN TRAVEL 


We provide you with storage facility for any period of 
time. 


Fully furnished flat with two bedrooms, sitting room, 
dining room. With telephone and central heating. 


Please call Arab Express-Services 
Tel: 813922. Tlx: 24118 ARABEX 


Located in Zahran Juarter.,- Jabal Amman. 

Contact telephone no. 641567, 819034 


Arrangements worldwide, permits, tours, and acc- 
ommodation facilities in Jordan and the Holy Land. 

Please contact Vicky at the 

GUIDING STAR TRAVEL AGENCY 

’ Tehr642526/646526 office 
Tel: 811173 home 


TO LET 

GROUND FLOOR 
FULLY-FURNISHED 


SYSTEM ANALYST 
WANTED 


Flat in Svveifieh. near Sixth Circle. Three bedrooms, 
; ". .oom, dining room, kitchen, two 

uatnrooms, two verandas, separate central heating 
system, separate garden, telephone and garage acc- 
ommodating two cars. 


FOR RENT 


A leading computer company has a vacancy for a sys- 
tem analyst to work as operating system software sup- 
port and group leader in programming and training. 


For further information call: 843310 


Minimum experience required is 4-o years. 

Interested applicants should send CV to P.O. Box 
5139, Amman - Jordan. 


Fully furnished separate floor, (deluxe furniture) 
consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, liv- 
ing room “L” shaped hall, large kitchen, telephone, 
central heating and garage. Location: Fifth Circle. 


For more information please call: 812525, 664825 




ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE HOLY MONTH OF 
RAMADAN 


NICELY BRAND-NEW FURNISHED & 
DECORATED APARTMENT FOR RENT 



Leonardo Da Vinci Restaurant 


Firstf loor of 240 sq.m., in a two floor family building. Located 
in the best residential area, near the Royal Guest House, 
between the 5th & 4th Circles - Jabal Amman. 


toLAgt 


Shmeisani - tel.: 662441 


announces that the new daily working hours will 
start as of 7.30 p.m. 


Consists of: Large salon, dining room, 2 bedrooms, 2 bat- 
hrooms, a laundry as well as maidroom, spacious kitchen, 3 
balconies and car-park. 

Equipped with colour TV, video, fully-automatic W.M., tel- 
ephone and central heating. 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


Mongolian Barbeque foi 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 


Happy Ramadan 


Please call Tel: 622162 (a.m.) & 671509 (p.m.) 


Open doily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


ZM. 63896 $ 


Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 pm. 
6:30 - Midnight 


DELUXE-FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 


FURNITURE FOR SALE 


A second-floor apartment equipped with electrical app- 
liances and consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, two bathrooms and modem kitchen with telephone 
and independent central heating. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Former company house furniture including plants and 
electrical appliances for sale as from Monday, 12th 
May until Wednesday 14th, from 12 noon - 9 p.m. 


Furnished flat is available for rent. Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms, a veranda, lounge, with telephone and garage. 


Location: Between sth and i Nadi Saqra ' s Circles 

Call: 604346 


Please .contact Miss Dalton, tel. 603162 


Location: Shmeisani - near Gardens 

Contact 784665, Amman 


Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 


Cinema 

RRINBOW 

tel: 625155 


A VIEW TO A KILL 


(Colour) 


I SCANDALOUS 
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★One- TVeatr** . 

Philadelphia 

Tel : 634144 - 634149 


age men t firm. 

He has had roles on three net- 
work television shows, done an 
exercise videotape based on 
jump-rape workouts, and recently 
completed a feature film shot on 
location in Mexico. 

"I tell people I'm doing a little 
acting and a lot of acting up." 
work a few days, have a few days 
oft and you’re paid to be there, 
that’s acting up." 

“The Rig” will be shown on 
American television and later be 
released in cinemas around the 
world. Starring with another for- 
mer boxing champion, hea- 
vyweight Ken Norton, Mancini 
portrays a short-fused convict 
with quick fists who earns 5 1 .000 
a day on a dangerous oil-rig con- 
struction job. 

“The hardest thing about it was 
learning to poll punches. My 
whole life I was taught to follow 
through." be said. 

He lost his last two fights, both 
to Bramble, the ament WBA 
champion. Mancini surrendered 
his tide in the first bout, suffering a 
savage beating that put him in 
hospital. He feels he won the rem- 
atch eight months later, but all- 
eges the judges' decision was sla- 
nted in favour of Bramble. 

* He has turned down multi- 
mfliion -dollar offers to fight again, 
saying his treatment by WBA off- 
icials in the Bramble rematch 
"took my heart away from the 
game.” 

"People always ask me would 
you come back if you were offered 
‘s' amount of dollars. I say I'm not 
a prostitute. The day before I 
made my decision. I was offered a 
three mMon-dollar fight. I turned 
it down. They couldn’t believe it. 
The promoters thought I was 
nuts, Mancini said. 

Although he has never had for- 
mal theatre or business training, 
the same endearing personality 
and fast-talking quips which mar- 
ked his championship reign won 
him quick acceptance in the ent- 
ertainment industry. 

A brawler who got by in the ring 
more on desire than talent, Man- 


cini bebeves the same drive (ha: 

acn him the title at the age of 21 

will carry him wherever he want* 
to eo. 

He has no fear of faifoic and 
feels no pressure when aud- 
itioning. “It's not like aulBocs cf 
people watching me get knocked 
on my behind, and I've bid that 
happen . So going to read lot a far 
people is nothing to nre.” Mancini 
said. 

Wearing a diamond in his lefs 
ear. 3 gold crucifix artrttod his neck 
and sunglasses that barely hid a 
thick scar over his left eye. Mac. 
cmi said he was most proud bf h» 

financial success m a ring career of 

29 wins and three losses, 

“After all my taxes, and I got hA 
big in the big-eammg yean, after 
all my jewellery, and I've got a lot 
of good jewellery, my home to 
California, my home in You- 
ngstown. my car. clothes, eve- 
rything. I've kept 73 per cent of 
my money, which is imheard of is 
this business." be said. 

He said he had little faith in the 
business of films and television 
(“You can't control your own des- 
tiny") and wanted something 
more sustaining, so he formed a 
management firm with his att- 
orney and accountant that will 
guide the careers of entertainers 
and athletes in the way his was 
handled. . 

He has signed up a woman com- 
edian and plans to close deals with 
two top football players and a 
couple c*f rock bands. 'Tin not in it 
for the money . I cooid Jive off the 
bank interest like X always dre- 
amed of. I'm in it because I think 
it’s a challenge for me. a chance to 
help somebody else live the way 
they've always wanted," he *3id. 


Ashford leads 
winners at 
Tokyo meet 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service - 


r Afftfrfs mH over Itn world ' 

Tel: 664090 Tbr: 32305 BESMCO JO 
C*U<: NmMm. 

PJJ. Box 92 M 87 

k AM1IAN JORDAN j 


TOKYO (AP) - Evelyn Ashford 
of the United States. 1984 Oly- 
mpic gold medallist and world 
record holder in the women's 
1 00-metre dash, won that race in a 
head wind in 1 1 .36 seconds Sun- 
day in an international track and 
field meet. 

Antonio McKay of the United 
States, bronze medallist in the 400 
metres at die Los Angeles Oly- 
mpics. took that event in 45.15 
second satthe National Stadium in 
Tokyo. 

American Dave Bolz won the 
pole vaultby clearing 530 metres. 

Lazaro Betancourt of Cuba won 
the triple jump by leaping 16.73 
metres. 

Jaime Jefferson of Cuba leaped 
8.13 metres for victory in the long 
jump, followed by American 
Dannie Jackson, who leaped 7.80 
metres. 

Jackson won the HQ-raetre 
hurdles with a time of 1432 sec- 
onds. ahead of China's Yu Zhi- 
cheng, who finished in 1436. 

Brian Stanton of the United 
States cleared 230 metres and 
won the hi g h jump. 

Ben Johnson of Canada won the 
men’s 100 metres in 10.47 sec- 
onds. with China's Zheng Chen 
second in 1037. 

In the day's most exciting event. 
Masaya Shintaku pulled ahead of 
fellow Japanese Takemkhi Nak- 
ayama just before the finish line 
and won the men’s 10.000 -metre 
run in 28 minutes. 23.28 seconds. 


fesST CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese (bod 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 


ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 


Open doily: Noon - 330 pm & 
630 pm - midnight 


Take away service avaflabk: 


Location: Near 3rd arete, 
opposite to 
Akkah Hospital 


Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 -11:00 


Tel: M10B3 


AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
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Cinema 

RRGHRDRN 

Tel: 622198 


Cinema 


OPERA 


WHITE NIGHTS ■ THE PROTECTOR 


AMa^tNhhd'AteMloeB 

Tel: 675573 
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RIYADH. In the last six 
months, the. Saudi Arabian gov- 
ernment has made a more direct 
impact on the world economy than 
at any other time since it began 
exporting ofl at the end of World 
WarH. 

At the end of last summer, after 
months of making threats, it dec- 
ided to abandon its role as the 
country which would absorb any 
decline in demand for oil for the 
sake of maintaining the prices agr- 
eed by the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). It quickly trebled its 
exports, from a level of little more 
than one million barrels a day, an d 
at the end of the year led the 
OPEC campaign to recapture the 
oil market share that the org- 
anisation bad enjoyed in the 
lWs. 

With a third of the non- 
communist world's oil reserves 
below its territory, Saudi Arabia 
has a strong interest in mai- 
ntaining demand for oil in the long 
term. 

This year, as a result of Saudi 
policies, oQ prices have fallen by 
more than halt from some $26-. 
528 a barrel to $12-514. This has 
led to the biggest change in the 
fortunes of the industrialised cou- 
ntries since the radicals in OPEC, 
dragging a rather reluctant Saudi 
Arabia with them, quadrupled the: 
price of oil in 1073.lt seems likely' 
to ruin some of the kingdom's; 
poorer fellows in OPEC. 

Saudi Arabia itself may not be 
too badly affected by the fall in 
prices. Its increase in output partly 
compensates for the drop in price. 
Last year, its oil revenues were 

$22 billion, this year they mi gh t h»» 

$16 biIKon-M8 billion. 


YOUR DAILY 


King Fahd, who has sound pol- 
itical instincts, .has opted to mai- 
ntain salaries, subsidies and ope- 
ration and maintenance spending 
for the benefit of the ordinary 
people of the kingdom. 

On television, be announced to 
his people in March with team in 
his eyes that his government could 
produce no budget for 1986-87. 
The unpredictability of oil price 
and production levels would have 
made the exercise futOe. 

It emerged from' ministers' sta- 
tements afterwards that the gov- 
ernment was envisaging spending 
the equivalent of about $40 bfl- 
lion, of which more than half 
would be drawn from domestic 
sources and income from foreign 
assets of the Saudi Arabian Mon- 
etary Agency (SAMA). Apart 
from main taining current spe- 
nding, this would allow the com- 
pletion of construction pro- 
grammes under way and migh t 
make possible a few new projects. 

The estimate may understate 
the true level of government spe- 
nding because there are many big 
state agencies, including the Saudi 
Industrial Development Fund, 
which are now wholly or partly 
self-financing. Clearly the bruntof 
the spending cuts is to be borne by 
the business community, which is 
already rich. 

Both Saudi and foreign bus- 
inessmen in the kingdom are unc- 
ertain about the prospects that 
face them. Many say that there is 
stDI a surprising amount of bus- 
iness to be won, even though com- 
petition is tougher and there are 
no longer any great projects pri- 
ced in hundreds of millions of riy- 
als. 


from the Carroll Rlghter Institute JL I 

FABKTAST FAR MONDAY. MAY 12, 19C8 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The morning is excellent 
for communicating with those who are alert and able to 
support your ambitions. The latter part of the day is 
good for home and family matters. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr-. 19) Have conversations with 
associates and improve mutual affairs during the day. 
Have guests in your home this evening. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Flan how to become 
more affluent early in the day, and later handle 
fascinating new activities well. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Pursue whatever you 
desire the most in a positive way and attain it, and then 
you find better ways of adding to present assets. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JoL 21) Add to per- 
sonal activities in the morning and later do. something 
that will- please bigwigs. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Be on the alert for a good 
pal who can help you to gain some goal that is impor- 
tant to you, and then do the work required alone. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You can figure out ways 
to Improve your worldly prestige and outside activities. 
Personal aims can be attained today. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You are inspired how to 
profit in some new and modern project, so get at it and 
gain assistance from a bigwig: 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Disease your problems 
with a business expert and get good advice on how best 
to handle them. Do something to make your mate happy. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A show of ap- 
preciation to an associate for the vision expressed in a 
joint venture is wise now. 

CAPRICORN (Ded. 22 to Jan. 20) Begin the new week 
wisely by getting your points across to others and make 
big headway. Socialize this evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Let bigwigs know 
of your special talents and they will help you with some 
big project you have in mind. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Early establish more har- 
mony at home, and later take family or friends out for 
a good time and be happy together. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one who can communicate well with others and be 
very popular. As an adult, your progeny will become 
very home oriented. A feeling of martyrdom may 
develop so give as much education as you can to 
counteract it Healthful sports will be beneficial. 
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ACROSS 
1 Elevate 


14 Gandhi 
loincloth 

15 Adjective 


16 Redean o’ — 

17 Refuges 

16 Before poise 
or distant 


20 Monster 

21 Portugal money 
23 SMafi case 

25 Rachmaninoff 

27 Penetrated 
the mind 

29 Welcome — 

30 Lugubrious 
33 Fictional 


HI 
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n nil 


(a w kw ar d) 

37 Wedding vow 

38 Curved path* 

39 

40 Confine 

41 Ei.vin of old 
finite 

■42 upper bouse 
-43 Ireland 
44 Gen. Arnold 
:45Sout Fr. 

48 Miracle 
48 Tooth fHBnga 

51 — fob 

52 Agra native 

54 Too 

55 Negative 
G9 Enter 
M Spirit 

62 IB-wheeler 
83 Aware of 
£4 Fragrant 
compound 
85 Deapot 
CC Ptayttrings 
67 Peruse 
88 Serf of yore 

DOWN 

1 Legal hokfing 

2 RetM phrase 


«tSB8 Tribum MM* Sorvim, MC 
AH Rtjtilo Hosorvod 


3 Greed with 
ardor? 

4 Golf peg 

5 Bum sflgtifly 

6 Flexible tubes 

7 Indian 

8 Greed-plagued 
one 

9 Pan 

10 Greed 

11 Praise 

12 Hodgepodge 
14 Greedy one’s 

relative 
20 Fr. affirma- 
tive 

22 Non-coma 
24 Ring decisions 

26 Ant okt style 

27 Destroy 

28 Blood vessel 

31 Worship 

32 Rea 

35 Sweetheart . 

36 Ms Hagen 
40 Withered 

42 Room in a case 
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Optimism rises among 
businessmen 

In some respects, businessmen 
are more optimistic than they 
were six months ago. They are 
encouraged by the fact that the 
government is at last admitting its - 
' problems. 

They are also heartened by the. 
news that SAMA seems to have 
(>een able to maintain the value of 
its liquid foreign assets during the 
past year at about $70 billion — a 
healthy figure indeed for a nation 
which has no state foreign or dom- 
estic: debt. 

SAMA vigorously denies that it 
ran down its investment last year 
by $15 billion. And it now seems 
to be accepted by even cynical for-* 
eigners in the kingdim that it must 

have compensated for the gov- 
ernment’s drawings by earing cap- 
ital gains. 

The basks came through 1985 
with greatly reduced profits but no 
disastrous losses. It is still difficult 
for diem to obtain payment of 
loans from defaulters, and the 
courts will 'still not acknowledge 
the legitimacy of any interest cha- 
rge, but there is a prospect that it 
may soon be possible to build pro- 
visions for the arbitration of dis- 
putes into new loan agreements. 

Many people in the royal family 
and the government believe that 
the dire warnings last autumn of 
massive loan losses were made by 
bankers with the sole intention of 
forcing the government to devise a 
system to secure their lending. 

In the past six months, only one 
more big corporate debt problem 
has been added to the list of seven 
or eight crises in major companies 
which have occurred since the rec- 
ession began in 1982. 

The company affected is Redec, 
the trading, contracting and real- 
estate group owned by Sheikh 
Ghaith Pharaon, and its dif- 
ficulties have been expected by 
the banks for several months. 

A handful of foreign con- 
tractors have left the kingdom, the 
most recent important case being 
the British partnership of Laing 
and Wimpey. Most concerns 
which do not have work in pro- 
gress have reduced their staffs to 
10 or 20 but are staying on so that 
they will be in a stronger position 
to bid when the flow of contracts is 
resumed — they hope in two or 
three years. 

Apart from the possibility of a 
further fall in tbeoQ price to below 
$10 a barrel, the main concern of 
Saudi businessmen is. that there 
seem to be few opportunities for 
profitable investmehrin the kin-' . 
gdorn. 

They cannot see how they will 
make money in new enterprises 
unless the government can inc- 
rease its spending again. 

Private investors, who hold tens 
of bQJb'ons of dollars in the kin- 
gdom, have recently been tra- 
nsferring huge sums abroad. Early 
in March, it was thought that the 
flow might have peaked at over 
$1 billion a day. 

It is difficult to find anyone in 
the kingdom who claims that any 
of these developments has made 
the countiy a jot less stable. 

The Saudis are an ext- 
raordinarily conformist people, 
possibly because of the strength of 
Islam and the family unit in the 
kingdom. They all tend to talk 
about their society in the same 


Peanuts 

i ^ 


. way, normally echoing the thi- 
nking of be royal family and gov- 
ernment. 

Where one might expect them 
to take for granted the progress 
they have made in the past 12 
years, one finds that they are still 
- impressed by their new tel- 
ecommunications, hospitals, sch- 
ools, roads, airline and airports. 

The popular belief is that big 
infrastructural projects could not 
have continued to be built even if 
the money had been tbere — 
which partly ignored the broader 
effects of spending cuts on an eco- 
nomy which was driven by con- 
struction expenditure. 

Many Saudis say that they sho- 
uld be grateful for the past boom 
and should now learn to live in a 
.normal economy. The slowdown , 
will give families an opportunity to 
adjust to the revolution which has 
occurred in their lives since 1973.. 
They can curb extravagant habits, 
about which most of them feel sli- 
ghtly guilty, and think more of 
their original values. 

They are delighted to see that 
well over one million foreigners, 
out of an expatriate population ; 
which reached three million at its 
highest, have left the kingdom in 
the past 18 months. 

An interesting side-effect of this 
foreign exodus and the more aus- 
tere mood of the kingdom is that 
young Saudis are now taking cle- 
rical and technical jobs. 

The Juffali group, probably the* 
kingdom's biggest private -sec tor 
trading and industrial enterprise, 
found three or four years ago that 
it had to enrol some non -Saudis to - 
fill its vocational training centre. 
Now it has 10 times more Saudi 
applicants than places. 

It seems that some of the young 
are beginning to feel that being a 
raacbanic, electrician or clerk may 
offer a more secure future than 
working as a minor contractor dr 
as a messenger, driver or go- 
between for a wheeling and dea- 
ling entrepreneur. 

Chief worry is political 

Thfe sucoess.of die Iranians' att- 
ack on the old Iraqi oil port of 
Fao and their intensified pro- 
paganda broadcasts, claiming that 
the kingdom is not fit to protect 
the holy places in Mecca and Med- 
ina and urging the Shia population 
of the Eastern Province to rise 
against its government, worried 
the Saudis more than at any since 
the war began in 1980. 

The fear was not so much that 
•the Iranians would break through 
the Iraqi lines and sweep down on 
Kuwait, which would be beyond 
their present military capacity, but 
that they would launch commando 
raids on Saudi or Kuwaiti des- 
alination plants, or other ins- 
tallations, on the Gulf coast. 

The Saudis lobbied western 
governments to ask for statements 
of support. The most substantial 
response came in the form of a 
visit by the U.S. vice-president, 
Mr. George Bush, to the kingdom 
early in April. 

As it happens, in the past few 
weeeks Saudi fears have been all- 
ayed by the Gulf war lapsing once 
again into stalemate, while the 
consensus among Western dip- 
lomats and military officers in the 
kingdom is that the Saudis worried 
too much about the Ir anian threat 
— Financial Tunes news feature. 


DUBAI, UAE (AP) — Iran’s wartime belt- 
tightening measures to conserve precious foreign 
exchange are likely to take a toll of Dubai’s imp- 
ortant reexport trade with it, business executives 
here said Saturday. 

According to these executives, import through, special cora- 
Iran two weeks ago slapped mas- mittees which it had set up to act as 
sive additional import duties on a the state’s trading corporations, 
variety of goods which were tra- In 1983-84, three years after 
ditionally imported, especially the start of its war with Iraq Jran 
those in the consumer sector. also relaxed the curbs on the imp- 
The list of the import items on orts of commercial vehicles esp- 
which the duty has been raised has ecially pickup trucks which were 
not yet been released in Dubai, being reexported from this Gull 
but importers said they covered a emirate in large numbers. This has 
wide range of consumer durables, now changed, according to dea- 
like electrical and electronic lets. 

items, textiles and even transport vehk l« were 00 t being 

equipment. imported in bulk officially but by 

The only item which Iran still ^Xiduais who used to form a 
al lowed i cs citizens to import in consortium whereby they 

bulk individually was gold, acc- iraported vehicles in bulk, 
ording to these executives who The general manager of Toyota 
mndlXlon ^ not Motors in Dubai, Mr. Dennis Sti- 
ldentmed. ckley, said that he was aware that 

Two years ago. Iran gave per- h ^ of vehkles of ^ Toyota 
mission to allow its citizens to d , ^ to ^ had dro- 

"KE* duty-free gold worth d £ rece £ raonths . H e said 
-00 ,000 di rhams {$54,700). This soo to 900 vehicles used to be 

exemption was still valid, said the ^ ^ Iran at peak times over the 
exeai tires. past two years. 

According to mitial estimates F ^ rec ^ t raonths , he said, the 
the highest duty would be levied number dwindled to "s mere tri- 
oq electrical and electronic goods ckle ;- ^ve been reports 

like air conditioners, television totally banned the 

sets, video recorders, tape rec- import D f these vehicles but this 
orders, refrigerators, power gen- 0 ^ d not ^ confirmed iram- 
erators and other appliances. ediately. 

Textiles, vegetable oils, food- ■ The main reason cited by Mr. 
stuffs like rice and other staples Stickley for this fall in reexports 
were some ot the other major ree- ^ th ^ l ^ fa n h, va i ue of the 
xport items which Iran used to jranianriyal against all major cur- 


Computer retailers lose sales 
to direct dealers, resellers 


BOSTON (R) — Computer ret- 
ailers are seeing their share of the 
lucrative personal-computer mar- 
ket shrink in fierce competition 
from direct dealers and analysts 
predict fewer high street computer 
stores in the future. 

Five years ago computer ret- 
ailers took about 80 per cent of the 
dollars spent on personal com- 
puters in the United States. Last 
year their share of the $18.5 bil- 
lion worth of computers sold was 
down to 49.4 per cent, according 
to market researcher Future 
Computing Inc, and this year is 
expected to fall to 40.1 per cent. 

As the retailers’ fortunes slide, 
their competitors gain. A recent 
survey conducted by the trade 
journal P.C. Week of corporate 
and institutional buyers, by far the 
biggest customers, found sub- 
stantial inroads made by a spe- 
cialised systems packager known 
as a value added reseller (VAR), 
who does not sell over the counter. 

VARs were cited by 13 percent 
of the respondents as a source for 
personal computers, compared 
with nine percent in 1984, and by 
20 per cent for software, up from 
only three per cent a year earlier. 

Competition from the resellers, 
as well as manufacturers' direct 
sales force and deeply discounted 
mail order houses, have resulted 
in closing, consolidations and 
fewer and fewer stores willing to 
sell to the individual customer. 


Some industry analysts are pre- 
dicting that the overall number of 
shops will drop from about 3,700 
now to 3,200 by the end of the 
year, compared with more than 
4,600 stores at the end of 1984. 

In forecasting the computer 
industry’s 1986 outlook. Tech 
Street Journal editor John Gantz. 
predicted that, as the computer 
retailers consolidate around the 
larger chains, small shops “will 
either become value-added res- 
ellers or VCR movie rental joints 
and tanning parlours." 

The pace of consolidation qui- 
ckened in the past month with the 
announcement that Businessland 
Inc, the second largest computer 
cham with 61 stores, announced 
plans to acquire two 36-store cha- 
ins — AmeriSource, a Kansas- 
based subsidiary of United Tel- 
ecommunications Inc, and MBI 
Business Centres Inc of Maryland. 

Shortly afterwards Nynex Corp. 
the former American Telephone 
and Telegraph Co’s former local 
phone company for New York and 
New England, bought IBM’s 81 
computer stores. Nynex already 
operates 21 Datago stores. 

Compaq Computer Corp Pre- 
sident Rod Canion said at a recent 
trade show that the consolidation 
is a plus because the surviving dea- 
ler drains are strengthened by 
itheir ability to draw on additional 
financing. 
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Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


VbU STILL TRYING 
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47 Stir 

48 Sp. boys 
50 Before Ana 

or Ctnw 

52 plenty o'., 

53 Emphatic 
negative 


55 Told untruths 
.57 Arab land 
S8 Wheal tread 

61 Inhabitant 
stiff. 

62 Refigiou* 
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rencies of the world, including the 
now high Japanese yen, brought 
matters to such a head that the 
landed cost of a vehicle in Iran was 
about 72 per cent higher. 

Iran has traditionally been 
Dubai s major reexport partner. 
The reexport trade from Dubai to 
. Iran in lySO, just a year after the 
Islamic revolution, was in the 
range of $350 million. 

Official statistics show this fig- 
ure was much higher before the 
revolution and the September 
ly80 outbreak of the Iran-Iraq 
war, when Tehran’s wish to con- 
serve foreign exchange and eng- 
age in direct trade with exporting 
countries brought the volumes 
and value down drastically. 

Dubai's reexported goods to 
Iran, across the Gulf waters, came 
down to $195 million in 1981 and 
a low of i52 million in 1982. 

The emirate's reexport trade 
had picked up in 1983 wheu a sev- 
ere shortage of a number of goods 
in Iran, including agricultural imp- 
lements. like tractors, prompted 
Tehran to revise its import policies 
and set up import committees. 

The reexport figures from 
Dubai rose to $170.8 million in 
1983. $152 million in 19S4 and 
$168.2 million in 1985. 

The figures do not include retail 
trade by individual Iranian cit- 
izens, who had been enjoying rel- 
axation of customs duty and all- 
otment of bigger foreign currency 
allowances over the past two 
years, the executives said. 

The result was that planeloads 
of Iranians used to come to Dubai 


and neighbouring Shaijah. not 
just loaded with riyals and tomans 
but also ready for barter trade 
with sackfuls of pistachio- nut. 
tins of caviar and some, also car- 
pets. 

■ The traffic between the Iranian 
airports of Tehran. Shiraz and 
Bandar Abbas was so active that 
at most times passenger waiting 
lists stretched up to two months. 

Iran Air operates 15 two-way 
flights a week between Dubai and 
the three Iranian cities, while Sha- 
rjah operates once a week. 

The Iran Air manager for Dubai 
and Sharjah. Mr. A. Ahmadi.said 
that with the advent of the new 
customs regulations in Iran, he 
assessed that traffic would full. 

During the peak of this traffic. 
Dubai and Sharjah retailers had 
set up special counters and outlets 
ro cater to Iranian buyers, offering 
them discounts ihat were not ava- 
ilable for other expatriates or even 
nationals. 

All that w as expected to change 
with the new Iranian restrictions, 
affecting the vital reexport market 
of this Gulf port, said the exe- 
cutives. 

Official comment on the Iran 
move was not available. 

The executives said the Iranian 
curbs were aimed at conserving 
the foreign exchange more urg- 
en tly now with the fall in oil prices, 
restrictions on exports of oil bec- 
ause of the Iraqi raids on Iranian 
shipping lanes, and the need to 
replenish arms supplies as the war 
continued. 


EC states to ban food 
imports from East Europe 


BRUSSELS (R) — Italy has rej- 
ected a European Community 
(EC) agreement to ban fresh food 
imports from Eastern Europe but 
the 11 other EC states have dec- 
ided to go ahead with the ban. EC 
officials said Sunday. 

They said that although efforts 
were continuing to get Italian agr- 
eement, Italy’s partners had dec- 
ided to impose bans through nat- 
ional measures more than two 
weeks after the Soviet nuclear acc- 
ident at Chernobyl. 

France was the first state to 
impose the ban unilaterally on 
Friday, complaining that the EC 
was taking too long to agree on 
measures needed to stop imports 
of potentially dangerous foo- 
dstuffs from seven East European 
states. 

The European Commission also 
took action and last week banned 
imports of meat and live cattle and 
pigs, which account for more than 
80 percent of the fresh food imp- 
orts from the seven states — the 
Soviet Union. Czechoslovakia. 
Poland, Hungary. Romania. Bul- 
garia and Yugoslavia. 

The officials said the week-long 
row would be discussed at a mee- 
ting of EC foreign ministers here 
Monday even if some deal was 
hammered out Sunday to resolve 
differences mainly about radia t ion 
levels in foods traded within the 
EC. 


Although officials were at pains 
to point out that the row had not 
prevented action being taken, 
they admitted it had shown the EC 
unable to acL quickly to allay pub- 
lic fears about contamination from 
the April 26 accident. 

The EC's Dutch presidency 
Saturday night thought that ail 1 2 
states had accepted the ban. and 
announced that it would come into 
force quickly and stay in force 
until May 31. 

But Italy protested that it had 
not accepted the deal, which links 
the ban to agreement on radiation 
levels in EC foods, and the whole 
question was reopened, the off- 
icials said. 

France has insisted on the link 
all along, arguing that the ECs 
first priority was to ensure the free 
flow of trade within the EC rather 
than the health aspects of external 
trade which can be taken care of 
by governments themselves. 

The main target was Italy which 
required importers of fresh food 
from within and outside the EC 
after Chernobyl to present a cer- 
tificate that it was fit for human 
consumption. Italy says it will not 
withdraw this requirement. 

Italy's partners cal aimed the 
procedure was a ploy meant to 
hold up their perishable products 
at Italian borders, a charge hotly 
denied bv Rome. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


Bv Morris 




'It's a six-part mini-series sequel based 
on a cola commercial spin-off! 7 ' 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary worts. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer, mohe 


testefda/S 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GRIEF DOWDY BIKINI UNLOAD 
Answer Some people consider this an 

“occupational” disease— WORK 













Government party takes lead 
in Bangladesh election results 


DHAKA (R) — The government-backed Jatiya 
Party took a dear lead Sunday in last Wednesday’s 
parliamentary election as Bangladesh authorities 
resumed announcing results after 48 hours silence. 


Latest figures announced by the 
election commission gave Jatiya 
1 06 of the 224 seats declared. The 
main opposition Awami League- 
trailed with 62. 

Several Awami League sta- 
lwarts. including former Foreign 
Minister Kamal Hossain. were 
defeated. The League alleged 
widespread fraud by Jatiya sup- 
porters and demanded new polls 
in 100 constituencies. 

The election commission ord- 
ered fresh polls on Mas 19 in 21 
constituencies where it said voting 
had to be suspended because the 
situation got out of control. 

Former Planning Minister Sul- 
tan Ahmad Choudhury lost to an 
Awami League candidate in Chi- 
ttagong. the only casualty among 


former members of President 
Hossain Mohammad Hrshad’s 
cabinet. 

Jatiya is 74 seats short of an ess- 
ential two-thirds majority in the 
300-seat parliament, which is 
expected to bold its first session in 
the second week of June. 

The two-thirds majority is nec- 
essary to endorse Gen. Ershacfs 
four years of military rule and for- 
estall a possible sedition charge 
against him after the return to civ- 
ilian democracy. 

Gen. Ersbad has expressed con- 
fidence parliament would endorse 
his rule “in its own interest, so that 
its own legitimacy is not que- 
stioned.” 

Round-the-clock ann- 
ouncement of results was sus- 


pended abruptly on Thursday 
night when the count showed Jat- 
iya trailing the opposition. It res- 
umed Satuiday night after 48 
hours. 

\ 

Chief Election Commissioner 
Justice A.T.M. Maswood said the 
delay was because of disturbances 
in some polling centres. 

Opposition leaders said the 
unprecedented suspension was 
designed to bring Jatiya into the 
lead by manipulating the results. 

Jatiya Secretary-General M.A. 
Matin told Reuters his party 
hoped to gain the required maj- 
ority from the results still und- 
eclared. He also expects to win the 
majority of the 21 seats where 
re-polling will take place. 

“A lot of those who have won as 
independents are sure to join us," 
he said. 

The government Saturday freed 
Begum Khaleda Zia, leader of the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party - 


( BNP), from a week of house arr- 
est in her Dhaka home. 

Mrs. Khaleda, widow of ass- 
assinated president Lt. Gen. Zia lit 
Rahman and a fierce critic of Gen. 
E rah ad. refused to participate in 
the election, alleging there would 
be large-scale rigging to benefit 
Jatiya. 

“This was no election. It was 
simply a selection,” she told jou- 
rnalists soon after die was heed 
and added that she would consult 
her party members on BNP's fut- 
ure course of action. 

Interior Minister Mahmudul 
Hasan said of the internment: 
“She has not been arrested. We 
are concerned about her security 
after four days of { her) mysterious 
disappearance.” 

Mrs. Zia had disappeared for 
four days. She did not identify the 
people who detained her but said 
they might have been government 
security men. 


4 blacks killed by S. African forces 


JOHANNESBURG. South Afr- 
ica \R1 — Four blacks were rep- 
orted killed Sunday in relentless 
political violence in South Africa 
and a police and army crackdown 
on a strife-tom township near 
Johannesburg entered its second 
day. 

Local security officials shot 
dead three black youths just bef- 
ore mklnight Saturday night after 
their vehicle was stoned, police 
spokesman said. The incident 
happened in the Diepkloof area of 
Soweto. Johannesburg's spr- 
awling black township. 

A black bus driver was burned 
to death when other blacks set fire 
to his bus in Guguletu township 
near Cape Town during the night 
the police said. 

Residents said anger was rising 
in Diepkloof after the death of the 
youths. They said militant youths 
were telling local people to arm 
themselves and declare war on the 
police. A police spokesman said 
he could not comment. 


Some 1,670 police and troops 
moved into Alexandria near Joh- 
annesburg in a security sweep 
early Saturday, sealing off all exi- 
ts and searching shoppers, veh- 
icles and bouses. 

A police spokesman said Sun- 
day mat the security forces had 
withdrawn some of their men. but 
there were still enough “to control 
the situation.” The township app- 
eared calm Sunday, although 
there was still a heavy army and' 
police presence. 

Police said the operation, des- 
igned to damp down on crime and 
political unrest, would go on until 
further notice . Sixteen people 
were detained on the first day of 
the operation, mostly for pos- 
sessing drugs and stolen goods. 

At least 22 people were killed in 
February when protests erupted in 
Alexandra, a poverty-striken 
township which borders on some 
of Johannesburg's wealthiest 
white subuibs. 


An uneasy calm prevailed in the 
township Saturday and the only 
incident reported by police was 
the burning of a car. 

Elsewhere in South Africa, the 
township violence in which more 
than 1,500 people have died in 
over two years raged on. 

The black mayor of an eastern 
Cape Township, stabbed three 
times by other black people, shot 
and killed one of his attackers 
The charred bodies of two other 
blade men were found in the tur- 
bulent eastern cape, police said. 

Township radicals are wre- 
aking a brutal revenge on black 
people suspected of being police 
informers and on those seen as col- 
laborating with the white- 
dominated government, such as 
black policemen or town cou- 
ncillors. 

About 6.000 people attended a 
mass funeral of 11 victims of unr- 
est in Zwide Made township near 
Port Elizabeth. 


Election reverses cast 
clouds over Thatcher era 


LONDON (R) — Serious ele- 
ctoral reverses suffered by Bri- 
tain’s ruling Conservative Party 
last week have prompted spe- 
culation that the end of the Tha- 
tcher era might be in sight. 

In its most dismal electoral 
showing in Margaret Thatchers 
seven years as prime minister, the 
Conservatives were heavily def- 
eated in a supposedly safe par- 
liamentary seat, came within a 
hair’s breadth of losing a second 
and suffered humiliating losses in 
local council elections. 

Analysts quickly confirmed that 
if the results were repeated in the 
next general election, which Mrs. 
Thatcher must call by 1988. the 
Conservatives would be swept 
from power, to be replaced by the 
main opposition Labour Party, 
possibly in some sort of loose coa- 
lition with the centrist Alliance. 

“There is confirmation in real 
votes of what the opinion polls 
have been saying for several 
months — namely that Con- 
servative voters in Britain today 
are outnumbered by two to one," 
commented the Guardian new- 
spaper in an editorial. 

“The end of the road is clear 
and stark.” it added. 

While most political com- 
mentators stressed that much 
could change before the next ele- 
ction and it was too soon to count 
Mrs. Thatcher out. most were 


struck by the deep dissatisfaction 
with the government expressed by 
voters. 

“It was this general dis- 
satisfaction, this feeling that the 
government has become remote 
and insensitive to public opinion 
... that was responsible for the set- 
backs,” wrote Geofrey Smith, pol- 
itical analyst for the Times, after a 
visit to the two parliamentary con- 
stituencies being contested last 
week. 

The government, which has 
been through an unhappy last six 
months, during which it lost two 
senior ministers in a public wra- 
ngle over the future of a relatively 
small helicopter company, was 
expected to lose votes in the ele- 
ctions. 

But the scope of its defeats con- 
found the pollsters. The Con- 
servatives were left in control of 
barely a quarter of the district 
councils in Britain and were ous- 
ted from office in all the country’s 
major cities. In Scotland, they gai- 
ned a scant 16 per cent of the 
votes. 

Energy Minister Peter Walker 
said the results were a dear war- 
ning which the Conservatives 
would ignore at their peril. 

“The message of the past week 
is clear.” be said. “It is the Labour 
Party that will again govern this 
country if the Conservatives fail to 
succeed.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOHEH 
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A MATTER OF TIMING 


Both vulnerable- North deals, 
NORTH 

♦ AJ 

? AKQ753 
0 A72 

♦ AS 

EAST 
♦ 107532 
V 10S 
0 J94 
♦ QJ 10963 ♦ K 74 
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♦ KQ9864 
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<? K853 

♦ 82 
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WEST 
♦ Void 
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2 ♦ 
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2 ♦ 

Pais 

3 

Paso 

3 ♦ 

Pais 
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Pass 

7 ♦ 

Pan 

Pus 

Pass 




Opening lead: Queen of ♦. 

An epidemic of flu had wreaked 
havoc with the members of the 
club's 'team -so much so that, in 
desperation, they had to call on 
Trump Coup Tommy to complete 
the squad. They did so reluctantly, 
for they were well aware of 
Tommy’s predilection for butcher 
ing hands unless there was a bad 
trump break. 

Not even the fact that the match 
was being played on Friday the 13th 
could dampen Tommy’s ardor. 
After going down on a couple of 


hands that were made easily in the 
other room. Tommy had an oppor- 
tunity to display his unique talent. 

In both rooms the final contract 
was seven spades. North’s five no 
trump bid was the Grand Slam 
Force, requesting South to bid 
seven if he had two of the top three 
honors in his suit. 

In both rooms the opening lead 
was the queen of clubs. The oppos- 
ing declarer won and cashed the ace 
of spades to learn of the bad trump 
break. He cashed the ace of hearts 
and rufTed a heart, to reduce bis 
trump length to that or East. Now 
he crossed to the jack of trumps and 
Started to run hearts. East and 
declarer both discarded three 
diamonds and a dub. When declarer 
tried to cash the ace of diamonds. 
East raffed for down one. 

Tommy saw this line would fail. 
He also realized that he could not af- 
ford to cash the ace of diamonds 
early, because East would ruff the 
third round of hearts and Tommy 
would have no entry back to the 
table. After ruffing the heart. 
Tommy found a neat solution to his 
problem. He first cashed the king of 
diamonds from hand! Now he 
crossed back to dummy with a 
trump to run his hearts, and East 
was helpless. Whenever be ruffed. 
Tommy would overrun and Hahn 
the rest of the tricks. 


Charles, 

Diana 

parade 

through 

Tokyo 


TOKYO (Agencies) - Tens of 
thousands of normally ultra-polite 
Japanese jostled and pushed each 
other Sunday to catch a glimpse of 
the “royal superstar” Princess 
Diana as she and Prince Charles 
paraded through the centre of 
Tokyo. 

Police, who at times had to form 
human walls to keep back the sur- 
ging crowds, estimated that 
92.000 people lined the streets to 
greet the royal couple during their 
15-minute procession. 

Standing in the same open-top 
convertible limousine used 11 
years ago by Britain’s Queen Eli- 
zabeth cm her visit to Japan, the 
Prince and Princess of Wales 
waved repeatedly to the scr- 
eaming crowds of people, some of 
whom had been waiting as long as 
six hours. 

“It was a great honour to see the 
young and charming princess” 
said a 62-year-old woman who 
lives nearby the parade route. “I 
hope our imperial family would be 
welcomed in a foreign country in a 
parade tike this.” 

A 77 -year-old woman, who 
came from die northern tip of 
Japan’s main island more than 600 
kilometres away, was among the 
tens of thousands straining for a 
view of the royal couple. 

Bu t most of the crowd was much 
younger, teenage fans of the 
woman dubbed "royal superstar" 
by Japanese media. 

They screamed with delight. “I 
can't believe it. I saw her, I saw 
her,” squealed one. 

They chanted “Diana. Diana" 
and enthusiastically waved British 
and Japanese flags as the royal 
oouple passed by. 

“Diana is very friendly, not 
snobbish at all/’ said 21 -year-old 
Hinako Ohtsuka. who, like man y 
other young fans, had her hair cut 
in the style of the 24-year-old pri- 
ncess. 

Princess Diana herself sported a 
classic tailored black and white 
outfit, with a knee-length black 
pleated skirt and white vest with 
black and white lapel. 

The parade was the crowning 
point at a busy morning that saw 
the prince and princess visit a 
Honda car showroom and one of 
Tokyo’s biggest department sto- 
res. 

Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana Saturday dined with Jap- 
anese royally, meeting Grown 
Prince Akihho and his wife. 
Crown Princess Mkhiko, at the 
crown prince's residence. 


Bomb 
scare grips 
Nepal on 
poll eve 

KATHMANDU (R) — A bomb 
scare gripped the mountain kin- 
gdom of Nepal Sunday on the eve 
of elections to the national leg- 
islature from which all political 
parties are banned. 

Three bomb explosions in the 
south last week raised fears that 
underground opponents of King 
Birendra's controversial partyless 
“panchayat" system would tiy to 
disnipt the polls. 

Security was tight around gov- 
ernment buildings and at tourist 
hotels as authorities sought to 
ensure there would be no repeat of 
a wave of explosions which killed 
Severn people, including five in 
Kathmandu, last June. 

One person, a would-be bom- 
ber blown up accidentally, was the 
only victim of the latest explosions 
in the southern towns of Janakpur 
and Biigunj, official reports said. 
There was no damage. 

Authorities said they had made 
several arrests and blamed Ram 
Raja Prasad Singh, an anti- 
monardiist former member of the 
legislature who went underground 
six years ago, for the two sets of 
bookings. 

They said Ram Raja was ope- 
rating from Indian territory and 
die Nepalese government had rai- 
sed the matter with the Indian 
government. 

Western diplomats said the lat- 
est explosions had aroused fear 
among voters and there were signs 
of official concern that the turnout 
might be affected 

In Kathmandu, guests' baggage 
was searched when they checked 
in at hotels after a report in a pro- 
government newspaper that a 
cache of 32 bombs was found last 
week in a small hotel in the capital. 

Residents reported police spot- 
checks on vehicles at night and 
travellers said roadblocks had 
been set up in the countryside to 
search vehicles every few kil- 
ometres. 

Prime Minister Nagendra Pra- 
sad Rijal and senior. election off- 
icials promised to protect voters at 
the polling stations and urged 
them to cast their ballots without 
fear. 

More than nine million people 
are eligible to vote in the elections 
for 112 seats in the 140-seat“Nat- 
ional Panchayat” legislature 
which will sit for the next five 
years. The other 28 seats will be 
filled by royal nominees. 


Bangladesh 
rebels kill 
2, abduct 30 

DHAKA (R) — Tribal insurgents 
killed two people, wounded five 
and kidnapped 30 in a fresh attack 
on settlers in southern lull areas of 
Bangladesh , officials said Sunday. 

They said up to 500 membeisof 
the Shanti Bahini (peace force) 
guerrilla group raided two villages 
m the Chittagong Hfll Tracts Sat- 
ruday only a day after border 
guard commanders from Ban- 
gladesh and India held talks to try 
to restore peace to the region. 

The area, 13,000 square kil- 
ometres of nigge d hills and dens e 

forests, borders Burma and the 
In dian states of Assam and Tri- 
pura. 

Bangladesh alleges that Shanti 
B ahin i rebels receive training and 
arms from India. New Delhi has 
denied tile charges. 

Officials at the district hea- 
dquarters of Rangamati told Reu- 
ters the Indian co mman der turned 

down requests from Bangladesh 
to stop supporting the rebels. 
They gave no details. 

The meeting was called after 
about 6,000 Bangladeshi hiD tri- 
besmen crossed into Tripura after 
clashes be tween guerrillas and set- 
tlers early this month in which at 
least 70 people were killed and 
100 wounded. 

More than 6,000 troops and 
insurgents have been killed since 
Shanti Bahini took up arms in 
early 1970 to demand autonomy 
for the Hill Tracts, saying it would 
help to preserve tribal culture and 
heritage. 

The guerrillas later vowed to 
drive out more than 200,000 peo- 
ple resettled in the district under a 
plan which the government says is 
aimed at easing over-crowding on 
the plains. 

In the worst violence, the ins- 
urgents shot dead 200 settlers, 
wounded 1,000 and burned hun- 
dreds of homes in July, 1984. 


Police, militants battle 
outside Golden Temple 


NEW DELHI (R) — Police fired 
tear gas and made baton charges 
Sunday to separate feuding Sikh 
factions outside sDthdom’s holiest 
shrine, the Golden Temple at 
Amritsar, witnesses said. 

The witnesses told Reuters by 
telephone from Amritsar that tear 
gas billowed outride tire sprawling 
complex as angry -words between 
supporters and opponents of Pun- 
jab state's Chief Minister Suxjit 
Singh BarnaJa turned to scuffles 
and stones were thrown. 

There were no immediate rep- 
orts of casualties. Police ^aid they 
quickly restored order and imp- 
osed a curfew in an area from the 
temple to 500 metres beyond. 

The battle came as police were 
deployed along main roads in 
Amritsar to counter a blockade of 
the holy city threatened by mil- 
itants who vowed to stop milk and 
fresh food until the police left the 
complex. 

But the blockade by die hard- 
line United A kali Dal and the 
All-India Sikh Students Fed- 
eration (AISSF) apparently fiz- 
zled out and police said supplies 
moved freely into the city. 

Police entered the temple com- 
plex on April 30 to dislodge mil- 
itants who had been inside since 
January. 

The action caused large-scale 
defections from Mr. Barnal a’ s rul- 
ing Akati Dal Party and plunged 
into political crisis a state already 
racked by extremist violence. 

More than 45 people have been 
killed m extremist violence in Pun- 
jab so far this month, four of them 
Saturday. Many of the killin gs 
have been in retaliation for the 
police action at the temple. 

The latest Punjab crisis began 
when Mr. Bamaia ordered the 
removal of the extremists who had 
proclaimed a separate Sikh state. 

His decision prompted 27 ass- 
emblymen to defect from his rul- 
ing Akali Dal Party, leaving him 
with only 45 supporters in the 
1 15-seat assembly. 


Akali Dal sources have said the 
chief minister will seek support 
from rightwing Hindu and Com 
rnunist groups to regain his maj 
ority. 

The Chandigarh Tribune rep- 
orted Sunday that Mr. Barn ala has 
.also offered to apologise for the 
April 30 police action to help res- 
olve the split in his party. 

The newspaper, quoting sou 
rces close to Mr. Baraala, said he 
felt the action against the ext- 
remists was correct, but was wil 
ling to appear before Sikh re! 
igious authorities and take other 
actions to ease the political crisis 
in Punjab. 

The police assault was the sec 
ond time the temple has been sto 
rated. In June, 1984, the army 
move in to dislodge heavily armed 
extremists and about 1 ,000 people 
were killed in the assaolt. 

The authorities Saturday aJso 
put strife-torn Tarn Taran. a town 
near Amritsar, under the control 
of central government 
paramilitary police. The 
town has been tom by violence 
an A has been under curfew since 
last Monday. 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) 
said Police Inspector Jam ail Singh 
and a man indentified by police as 
a Sikh extremist were killed in 
gonbattle in the state capital. 
Chandigarh, when about a dozen 
gumen made an unsuccessful att- 
empt to free a detained AISSF 
leader. 

The detainee, Amarjrt Singh 
Chawla, had been arrested during 
the Golden Temple assault in 
June, 1984, and was being esc- 
orted on a university campus to sit 
for an examination, PTI said. 
Chawla was injured in the gun- 
battle. 

The two other victims of what 
police called extremist attacks 
were a Co mmunist Party (Mar- 
xist) activist, killed in Bangali 
Kalan village, and a labourer shot 
dead in Loharka grain raandi. 


Filipino army to investigate corruption 


MANILA (R) — Philippine mil- 
itary chief Fide! Ramos ann- 
ounced Sunday he was setting up a 
seven-member panel to inv- 
estigate charges of corruption and 
“ill-gotten wealth” against senior 
officers. 

Gen. Ramos said the panel 
would investigate complaints aga- 
inst serving and retired officers 
and coordinate with the com- 
mission on good government. 

The commission, which is hun- 
ting deposed leader Ferdinand 
Marcos's so-called “hidden wea- 
lth” in the Philippines and outside, 
has received several complaints 
against military officers. 

Gen. Ramos told a news con- 
ference some of the less than half a 


dozen generals still under house 
arrest since a civilian-backed mil- 
itary revolt toppled Marcos might 
be targets of investigation. 

He declined to name the gen- 
erals under house arrest, but said 
the panel would probe kickbacks 
taken by officers. ■ 

Gen. Ramos said: “The idea is 
that the armed forces through its 
entire leadership must take steps 
in deansing its ranks.” 

The panel, headed by retired 
Gen. Manuel Flores, would also 
look into complaints of officers’ 
involvement in gambling and ext- 
ortion rackets and overpricing in 
procurement of supplies for the 
militar y. 

Gen. Ramos said the amounts 


involved in the cases would run 
into mil linns of pesos and efforts 
would be made to recover wha- 
tever could be retrieved. 

He declined' to give details of 
complaints received by die com- 
mission but said former military 
chief Fabian Ver might be inv- 
estigated. 

Gen. Ver fled to Hawaii with 
Marcos when the former gov- 
ernment was toppled in February. 
Some of the general's properties 
in the Philippines have been sei- 
zed by the commission. 

The military corruption panel 
will be supervised by Gen. Ramos 
himself and work in dose coo- 
rdination with the commission. 


Curfew imposed in parts of Karachi 


KARACHI (R) — Pakistani tro- 
ops enforced an indefinite curfew 
in parts of Karachi Sunday after 
eight policemen were injured by a 
hand-grenade and five other peo- 
ple were wounded in a gunfight 
between two rival groups. 

Witnesses said that soon after 
the curfew began at mi dnigh t in 
four districts of western Karachi, 
police swooped in to arrest nine 
hunger strikers, including Nat- 
ional Assembly member Afaq 
Shahid, and demolish a tent camp 
they had set up. 

Police sources said more than 
100 people were rounded up dur- 
ing day-long dashes Saturday in 
which arsonists burned a cinema, 
two government buses, three 
trucks, two bank branches and 
three shops. Other shops were 
looted and ransacked, they said. 

The clashes erupted after a tee- 
naged boy was crushed to death in 


a bus. accident on Friday and qui- 
ckly spread into fighting between 
two ethnic groups. Pash tuns and 
Urdu-speaking Bihari refugees. 

The hunger strike, started by 
Biharis four days ago to press the 
government to repatriate mem- 
bers of their community stranded 
in Banglad esh, fanned rivalries 
and tension built up in the area, 
thepoltce sources said. 

Tne eight police were wounded 
when an unidentified man lobbed 
a home-made band-grenade at a 
truck carrying police to an area hit 
by riots. 

Police sources said the Biharis 
were pla nning to assemble over 
50.000 people at I iaq ua t a ba d 
Sunday — the first day of the Mus- 
lim faring month of Ramadan in 
Pakistan — to force the gov- 
ernment to announce their rep- 
atriation decision. 

The government has several 


times in the past announced that it 
was seriously considering rep- 
atriation of over a quarter million 
stranded Biharis in Bangladesh to 
Pakistan. 

The Biharis, originally from 
India’s Urdu- speaking estern 
state of Bihar, migrated to Pak- 
istan’s former Bengali eastern 
wing, which later became Ban- 
gladesh. 

At least three people were kil- 
led in the Bihari area of Orangi 
here last month and over 50 were 
killed last year after Biharis and 
Pdsbtuns fought gun battles. 

Witnesses said roads were des- 
erted Sunday but people ignored 
the curfew on side streets and wal- 
ked about shouting slogans dem- 
anding early repatriation of the 
Bihans. 

Troops also took lenient view 
■when Muslims beaded for mor- 
ning prayers' to the mosques, they 
said. 


Bhutto suspends opposition campaign for Ramadan 


By Tom Heneghao 

Reuter 

ISLAMABAD — Benazir Bhutto 
has suspended her hectic opp- 
osition campaign for Ramadan, 
the Muslim fasting month the gov- 
ernment hopes will break the 
momentum of her drive for new 
elections in Pakistan. 

Her whirlwind tour of the cou- 
ntry, which began with her tri- 
umphant return to Lahore on 
April 10 from self-exile in Eur- 
ope, has confirmed Ms. Bhutto's 
image as the most charismatic of 
the politicians opposed to Gen. 
Mohammad Zia U1 Haq. 

Her "Caravan for change” has 
taken her to all tile main cities of 
Pakistan before the month of 
dawn-to-dusk fasting began. She 
wants it to bring her into power in 
Islamabad but it is not at all clear 
she has found the route. 

In the first test of its com- 
mitment to establishing a dem- 
ocratic system, the civilian gov- 
ernment has allowed her full fre- 
edom to hold her rallies —but just 
as firmly has refused to consider 
polls before the next round due in 
1990. 

Ms. Bhutto insists she wants a 


“peaceful revolution” but many 
Pakistanis do not think the gov- 
ernment would agree to new polls 
unless faced with violent street 
unrest. 

“There is a thin line between 
mass mobilisation and militant 
agitation," Khaled Met mud, a 
professor of political science, 
wrote recently. 

“If the massive display of pop- 
ulr support does not exert suf- 
ficient pressure, she will have to 
evolve a new plan of action " he 
said. 

Commentators here say Ms. 
Bhutto, daughter and political 
heir of former Prime Minister Zul- 
fikar Ali Bhutto, overthrown by 
Gen. Zia in 1977 and later han- 
ged, has some tough challenges to 
face. 

“The scorecard of round one 
shows impressive pluses for Ben- 
azir, but it would be a mistake for 
her to conclude that ’the party’s 
over’ for Gen. Zia," Mushahid 
Hussain, editor of the Islamabad 
daily Muslim, wrote. 

“Round two, which should fol- 
low Ramadan, will be a test of 
Benazir's ability to sustain the 
tempo for change ... to carry other ■ 
political forces with her ... and to 


forge a party machine that can 
dick organisationally ” be said. 

The civilian government, ele- 
cted in controlled polls in Feb- 
ruary 1985 before martial law was 
lifted last December, is clearly 
hoping Ms. Bhutto, at 32 stOl new 
to the Pakistani political scene,' 
wiU not be up to the challenge. 

.The government-owned Pak- 
istan Times has been reporting 
splits within her Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP). 

Last Friday it quoted the son of 
Gfaulam Mustafa Jatoi, recently 
replaced Sind province PPP pre- 
sident, as saying she was “sur- 
rounded by sycophants. Aut- 
ocracy in the party will lead to 
autocracy in the country.” 

Her fight with Mr. Jatoi, one of 
the “feudal landlords” from her 
father’s PPP that she is replacing 
with younger militants, reveals 
some of the problems she faces. 

The unwieldy PPP is above all 
an electoral coalition ran by the 
Bhutto family. She has the aut- 
hority to shut oat the landlord fac- 
tion, but these men control large 
blocks of needed votes. 

Government leaders are also 
pitching hard for popular support. 
Nawaz Sharif, chief mmister of the 


largest province, Punjab, ann- 
ounced os May Day a package erf 
workers’ benefits including better 
schooling, new housing and grants 
for dowries of workers’ daughters. 

Ms. Bhutto faces criticism from 
within the ranks of the opposition, 
whose Movement for foe Res- 
toration of Democracy (MRD) 
she has offended by a U but ign- 
oring. 

Four parties to the left of the 
PPP have joined in their own all- 
iance wfaSe moderate MRD par- 
ties have began grumbling about 
how the affiance's largest member 
now seems to forget everything 
the movement did together during 
the martial law period. 

Asghar Khan, head of the cen- 
trist Tehrik-I-IstJqlal, has publicly 
denounced "Bhutjoism” as a per- 
sonality cult. Another party,' 
Jamiat-I-Ulema-I-Isfam, refused 
to take up the rotating MRD cha- 
irmanship in protest against the 
PPP “going it alone.” 

Gen. Zia has been cautious, iss- 
uing periodical warnings about 
testing the government's patience 
and donning his chief of staff uni- 
form more often to keep in touch 
with his primary constituency, the 
army. 



Girl born to family 
for 1st time since 1882 


AMMAN (Petra) - A baby girt 
was bom to an Iraqi family for die 
first time since 1877. probaWy a 
world record in modem history: 
According to A1 Jumhurich new- 
sapaper of Baghdad. Adnan 
Abdul Karim Yassin, an Iraqi nat- 
ional said a female was bora to in* 
family in 1983. the first m l«v 
years. Mr. Yassin who is the newly 
bora's grandfather produced a 
passport belonging to Ins aunt and 
proving that she was bom in 
and being the last reported female 
to the famil y between 1577 and 
1983. 

China to open 12 
more Tibetan peaks 

PEKING (AP) — China wfilojpen 
12 more Tibetan peaks to foreign 
climbers during the next five 
years, the official Xinhua News 
Agency reported Friday. Nhk 
other peaks in Tibet have been 
opened to mountaineers since 
1980. including Mount Everest, 
the world's highest. Five of the 
new peaks will open this year, inc- 
luding Mount Cho Oyu. the 
workfs sixth highest peak. Chi- 
nese authorities earn large sums 
from foreign expeditions, which 
are charged high fees for per- 
mission to climb the Himalayan 
peaks in China's Tibet aut- 
onomous region. 

Diner spares life 
of 154-year-old 
lobster 


MESQUITE. Texas t R) —Conan 
the lobster, an ageing 10 kil- 
ogramme Crustacean which eva- 
ded Fishing nets for an estimated 
154 years ."has been spared from a 
final’ swim in a kettle of hot w jtei . 
The giant lobster was supposed to 
be the prize dinner for Mike Bre- 
wer. the winner of a drawing at a 
new Red Lobster Restaurant in 
suburban Dallas. But when word 
got out that the colossal Cru- 
stacean was on the dinner menu, 
the. restaurant received nearly 100 
angry telephone cal Is from Texans 
protesting Conan's barbaric fate. 
Red Lobster spokesman Dave 
Pick ins sa id. Pickinssaid most cal- 
lers also pointed out that Conan 
was older than Texas, which is cel- 
ebrating its 150th birthday this 
year. “We eat lobster all the time, 
but I told my wife, we can’t cat a 
154-year-old lobster.” Brewer, 
the contest winner said. “Any- 
body or anything that’s been aro- 
und 1 54 years doesn' t deserve that 
fate. Conan deserves respect." 

2- headed baby 
remains 

under intensive care 

pARACAS (R) — A Venezuelan 
child, bora two weeks ago with 
two beads, two hearts and two 
stomachs, remained under int- 
ensive specialist care as doctors 
debated what future it has if it sur- 
vives. Tbe male child is being kepi 
under tight security at the Hector 
Nouel Social Security Hospital in 
Ciudad Bolivar, 160 kilometres 
south-east of Caracas. “So far the 
child has developed normally, 
though we cannot tell whether 
complications might occur later,” 
Dr. Otto Sanchez, specialist in 
geaetics at the hospital, said. The 
baby was born by Caesarean ope- 
ration on April 29. weighing 3.8 
kilogrammes, and since then has 
put on another .53 kilogrammes. 
Doctors contacted at the hospital 
said it is eating normally with no 
sign of disorders. Last Friday the 
baby was baptised in the names of 
Jesus and Pedro by Mbnscuar 
Samuel Pinto, chaplain at the hos- 
pital. 

Risk of dying 
from cancer 
has risen 


BOSTON (R) —The risk ofdyfag 
Jrom cancer is slowly but stefiy 

m .* c Sates 

smokmg is largely to blame, 
a^rdmg to a team of researchers 

aram*?^ * e *** "foe war 
a * Qcer ” The study, pnb- 
ksted m the New Eo^a^SmS 

of Medmne. was based otf. na 
examination of cancer death rates 

thtr ^ evera decades. It reported 
that since 1950, the cancer drafii- 
rate m tfa e United Sfatesincreased 
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